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Time Line 

1875 3 March. Ohinemuri opened to mining with stampede 

18 June. Somerville's Six stamper is purchased by Karangahake 

Co./Prospectors Claim
1
 

5 August. Start made erecting Somerville’s old battery
2
 

3 November. Clarkson’s Battery, Shellback Creek purchased. To be 

combined with the Somerville six stamper. Capitalists get one third of mine 

in exchange for erecting battery
3
 

“A road of sorts was soon formed between Paeroa and Mackaytown but it 

had to cross the Ohinemuri River twice, just before reaching Mackaytown. 

To avoid these crossings, a deviation over the hill (subsequently known as 

Turner's Hill) was formed in 1875 by a section of the army under the 

command of Captain Turner.”
 4

 

1876 First Infrastructure at Karangahake 

June 24. Karangahake Battery “started”
5
 

19? July. Karangahake Battery opens (water race on Waitawheta Stream, 

battery driven by a turbine)
6
 

Battery uses amalgamated mercury plates. Water race of wooden fluming, 

518m, dam in Waitawheta, true right bank, therefore flume crossing 

Waitawheta at junction. Ore chute and sledging of ore from mine. 

Poor results and the battery is stopped.
 7

 

1877 16 February. Coutt's and party of six have the Karangahake mine and 

battery on tribute.
 8

 

Mining Inspector is forfeiting claims for non-working.
 9

 

There is a half-time school at this place; the attendance about 16.
10

 

1878 “The Tributers in the Karangahake mine are now crushing, and expect a 

payable return. The labour of conveying quartz to the mill is considerable, 

and, of course, adds to the cost of crushing.
 11

 

A large amount of surface prospecting has been done at Rotokohu.
 12

 

The Ohinemuri Prospecting Association has prospecting parties out in the 

field.
 13

 

1879 Karangahake Claim declared forfeit by the Mining Inspector.
 14

 

1880 The opening day of the Te Aroha goldfield: 25 November 1880.
15
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1881 Renewed interest in Karangahake. 

4 May. Tenders called for removal and re-erection of Karangahake Battery 

to Waihi.
16

 The battery did not leave Karangahake. 

1882 29 March. The prospectors, Messrs McCombie and Liddell, have stone they 

consider will go fully 4ozs to the ton, and the reef, I am informed, is 5 feet 

in thickness.
 17

 

This is the Hauraki, or Prospector’s, Claim. 

29 April. The Hauraki (John McCombie and Daldy Mc Williams), Hauraki 

No.2 (Hugh Roberts Jones and Robert Noble), and Maria (Jackson, for 

Francis Angus White, Adam Porter, John McCombie, and Daldy Mc 

Williams ) claims applied for.
 18

 

7 August. Karangahake Battery purchased by Hauraki Company, becomes 

Hauraki Battery 

“A tramway is in course of erection from the battery to the foot of the range, 

a distance of some 330 yards [302m ]. This will be connected with the 

Hauraki mine by a wire tramway [cableway, the first at Karangahake].”
 19 

More claims are taken up. 

The Thames County Council begin constructing the County Road up on to 

the side of Karangahake mountain. It is subsidized by Government.
 20 

Claims have now extended to both sides of the Waitawheta, ie on Taukani 

Ridge as well.
 21

 

1883 Thames County Council start constructing a road around the mountain.
22

 

21 April. A road is being surveyed round the bluff to connect with the 

battery [Is this Scotchman’s Gully?].
23

 

August. Hauraki G.M.Co. tramway and cableway operational. This is the 

first section of tramway to be built on the true left bank of the Waitawheta 

River. It is the start of the present day Crown Track. 

Trial of the Hauraki Company's battery is made at the end of August.
 24

 

December. Tramway Hotel opens, Alf Shepard proprietor. Licence 

transferred from Tramway Hotel Waitekauri
25

 

“At Rotokohu, on the Karangahake Range, a find has recently been made 

that may yet prove both important and valuable.”
 26

 

1884 29 March. A track connection between Karangahake and Te Aroha has been 

commenced.
27

 

Late April. “Sir Walter Scott.—The shoot, tramway, &c, connecting this 

mine with the Hauraki Co.'s battery is rapidly approaching completion, after 

which crushing operations, will at once be started.”
28

 

July 1884 the Ivanhoe Company intend erecting a cableway, but may 

already have a chute and ground tramway, on the Ohinemuri side of 

Taukani.
 29

 

Before August. Ivanhoe G. M. C. construct a tramway at a cost of about 

£600, on true left bank of Ohinemuri River.
 30

 

1885 4 June. Karangahake suspension bridge completed, for foot and horse only
31

 

June. Butler’s track completed
32

 

June. La Monte furnace construction may be under way
33
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The Talisman Gold Mining Company, Limited is formed late July.
 34

 

17 August. Hauraki battery is acquired by the Ivanhoe Company
35

 

August. Milligan and party have completed the formation of the self-acting 

section connecting the County road with the furnace site, and laying the 

sleepers and fastening the iron rails will be next in order. This tramway will 

be used as a mode of transport for material, &c., from the point of delivery 

by dray to the furnace site. 
36

 

September. Mr. Alexander Hogg opens his store
37

 

12 September. First (natural) dam and water race on Ohinemuri for 

Woodstock/La Monte furnace, includes flume over Waitawheta. Self-acting 

incline behind Battery Flat to County Road. Tramway on true left bank 

Waitawheta, plus aerial tramway to Plum Pudding/Woodstock Blow.
38

 

September. “A new township, named Silverton, has been laid off by the 

Government on the north side of the Ohinemuri River, just below the 

suspension bridge, and a number of business and residence sites have been 

taken up.”
39

 The name Silverton was soon replaced by Karangahake. 

1 October. Ohinemuri County proclaimed
40

 

23 November. “Karangahake visited by Staff of Goldfields School of 

Mines. Professor Black, Fenton, Goodlet on the 23
rd

, Montgomery on the 

26
th

.”
41

 

Karangahake Post Office opens during 1885
42

 

The earliest images of Karangahake are published: Pictorial Christmas 

Supplement to the New Zealand Herald, December 1885.
 43

 

1886 May. Work started on Railey’s battery and dam.
44

 

September. La Monte Furnace started
45

 

October. Karangahake Hotel opens; JH Wash proprietor. “This Hotel is 

most conveniently situated on the east bank of the Ohinemuri River, at the 

termination of the direct road from Paeroa, adjoining the Suspension 

Bridge; and is within easy reach of all the leading Mines, and Quartz 

Reduction Works.”
 46

 

15 November. Railey’s Battery starts.
 47

 

Monastery Gold Mine work to make connection across the Waitawheta to 

Railey’s new battery.
48

 

1887 February. “Fire. Karangahake. Serious bush fires have been raging here all 

day Sunday, and at one time it was feared that a large amount of damage 

would result to mining property.”
 49

 

March. Ivanhoe renovating their battery plant with a number of Railey pans. 

Woodstock company establishing Railey pans in the furnace house very 

shortly.
 50

 

Railey’s battery charges considered much too high.
 51

 

Ore transport to Railey’s very difficult. The incline tramway being built 

becomes politically fraught. 

June. Flood.
 52

 

1 August. “Woodstock. — Heiteman and party, tributers, have finished the 

tramway connecting their working with the self acting aerial line, which 
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places them in direct communication with the Ivanhoe battery.”
53

 

November. Railey’s/County tramway stage one completed.
 54

 

November 3. Isaac Railey has left for the South Island.
 55

 

November 10. Battery advertised for sale.
 56

 

December 17. “Mr Alexander Hogg, has taken a lease of Railey's mill, and 

as soon as the repairs to the dam are finished he will commence treating 

quartz from the Monastery mine.”
 57

 

1888 March. Mr C. Percy Cox, of Canterbury purchases the Sir Walter Scott, 

Ivanhoe, and Truro claims.
58

 John McCombie becomes manager. 

June. “Messrs. Parkes and Chambers are about to erect one of their furnaces 

at Karangahake in the old LaMonte furnace house. Tenders are called for 

carting 200 tons material from s.s. Kotuku to Karangahake.”
 59

 

August 2. Sale of Railey plant to Crown.
 60

 The Cassel Company are 

involved. 

October. Parkes' furnace started
61

 

By the end of the year the Parkes furnace is closed down, a failure. 

1889 13 February. Cox’s 4 stamp battery and pan plant started, erected and 

managed by John McCombie, Ivanhoe and Truro Co.'s claims.
62

 

March 30. Crown Battery under construction (at old Railey site).
 63

 

Lamberton Grinding Mills will be used.
 64

 

September; Gorge Rd under construction
65

; County tramway being used for 

Crown battery.
 66

 

Cassel small experimental plant in old Woodstock furnace house.
 67

 

October 12. Cassel Gold Extracting Co.: A trial run of this Company's 

machinery took place to-day.
 68 

During 1889 a new school was built at Karangahake…
69

 

1890 January. New school at Karangahake
70

 

February. Mr G. A. McGruer takes full charge of the Crown mine, vice 

Capt. Coward returned Home.
71

 

24 March. Ivanhoe Battery sold for removal to Puriri.
72

 Gone, after 14 

years. 

April. Crown has a “new find on the river level, promises extremely well… 

The level is seven hundred feet below Captain Coward's.”
73

 No. 4 Level? 

June. Drying furnace erected Crown battery.
74

 

Crown new find on the river level connected to battery by connecting to the 

“old Monastry line”.
 75

 

August. Land slip at Crown battery.
 76

 

Cassel plant complete.
 77

 

September. Plans underway for new plant downstream from Battery Flat.
 78

 

13 November “Road Works.—The new road to Owharoa from 

Karangahake is now fit for horse traffic, and is an excellent job. It is on the 

river level, and has cost about £1200. Messrs Kelly and Co. have just taken 

a contract for £83 to cut off certain sharp corners. When this is done and the 

culverts have been perfected, this road will be fit for any sort of wheeled or 
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other traffic.”
79

 

1891 January. Talisman claim established.
 80

 

July. Crown and Cassell Cos.' interests become identical in Karangahake, 

the two companies having amalgamated so far as regards Karangahake.
81

 

Crown Company “crushing with the old plant commenced towards the end 

of July, 1891, and was carried on successfully until August of the same 

year.”
82

 

August. McGruer gets go-ahead to erect new Crown plant.
 83

 

“The new works will consist at first of 20 head dry stampers (provision 

being made for 40 eventually) and the appurtenances of the Cassel 

Company's process. This will mean an immediate expenditure of about 

£10,000, exclusive of the road which will have to be made, which will cost 

another £1200.”
 84

 

The tramway up the Waitawheta gorge is being called the Waitawheta 

Road.
 85

 

End August. Crown/Cassel dam destroyed.
 86

 

November. Tenders called for construction of tramway through Waitawheta 

gorge, including 30 chains [604 m] of solid rock cutting.
 87

 Also for 

Ohinemuri water race of 1 mile [1609 m]
 88

, and for repair of the Crown 

dam (ex Railey’s) on the Waitawheta River.
 89 

Contractors for excavating the battery site make good progress.
 90

 

1892 March. Fire near McCombie’s battery.
 91

 

May. Crown new main level, or River Level, or No.6 Level created; and 

new tramway cut into cliff down Waitawheta river.
92

 Crown water race 

flume constructed.
 93

 

August. Crown battery at Railey’s site stops.
 94

 

“The tramway leading from the mine to the new mill site is completed.”
 95

 

1893 30 May. New Crown battery starts.
 96

 

June/July. Ivanhoe and Truro mines and plant is purchased by Woodstock 

Co.
 97

 

October. “Talisman mine at Karangahake has at last been successfully 

placed upon the Glasgow market.”
 98

 

October. Woodstock No. 3 level and cableway established. 
99

 

Electric light is now being used in the Crown Company's ore reduction 

works.
 100 

This is generated at the battery. 
101 

November. Crown: tenders called for construction of air compressor site (ex 

old battery site, ex Railey’s) 
102

 

1894 February. Earl of Glasgow are erecting a five stamp battery. 
103

 

March. Crown erects compressor building at old Crown/Railey’s site
104

 

June. Woodstock, No. 3 level tramway and cable, completed early in year: 

“a double aerial line of tramway, which spans the Waitawheta river in order 

to reach a large hopper located near the horsegrade section of tram-line, and 

250 feet below the point of present operations… easy of access by means of 

a "siding," where the trucks can be filled without interfering with ordinary 

traffic.”
 105
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27 July. Flood and slip destroy Crown water race.
 106

 

August. Woodstock to erect 10 stamp mill.
 107

 

September. Earl of Glasgow claim have erected a five-stamper battery.
 108

 

31 October. Talisman; arrangements completed with the Crown Mines 

Company for treatment of a large tonnage of ore by the cyanide process.
 109

 

November. Woodstock firewood wire tram, and kiln constructed.
 110

 

December. Talisman to erect a battery.
 111

 

1895 The Tramway and Karangahake Hotels are to get second storeys.
 112

 

February. Woodstock water balance and ore kiln installed.
 113

 

11 February. Woodstock ten stamp battery starts, dry crushing.
 114

 

Late February. Talisman battery erection underway.
 115

 

June. Stanley G.M. Co drive tunnel off Crown tramway.
 116

 

Talisman purchase Bonanza Co. 
117

 

Tramway Hotel “name shortly to be altered to the Talisman”. 
118

 

10 July. Sludge Channel Proclamation to take effect.
119

 

Talisman Extended Goldmining Company (Limited.) formed. To the west 

of the Talisman Company ground. 
120

 

September. Mining boom. 
121

 The present boom is the largest that ever has 

taken place in the colony.
 122

 

November. Talisman battery completed, but not working.
123

 

December. Preparations for 30 extra stampers for Woodstock. Water race is 

to be 40inch iron pipe.
 124 

Karangahake School building was enlarged in 1895.
125

 

Crown. An additional head of twenty stamps, and the necessary cyanide 

plant and buildings, were in course of erection. 

Woodstock. No. 5 level started.
 126

 

Talisman. “A wire tramway has been constructed to convey quartz from the 

hopper at the low-level to the mill, but, from some occult cause, this mill 

has not been completed. The water-race has been finished.”
 127

 

1896 February. Talisman. A self-acting aerial tramway and hoppers has been 

erected, connecting the No. 4 level with the battery, a distance of fully 3000 

feet. A substantial iron water-race has been erected to bring in the water. A 

contract has been let to cut and deliver 2000 tons of firewood to dry the ore.
 

128
 

February. Woodstock. Three kilns are in course of construction. These will 

each hold about 150 tons of ore, and they will all be placed on the hill-side 

above the mill, so that the ore will pass right down through the plant by 

gravitation.
 129

 

Crown. Construction started of a large water-race in the Waitawheta [for the 

pelton wheel in the Crown Stope].
 130

 

March. Woodstock erecting suspension bridge over Ohinemuri for 

machinery for battery.
 131

 

April. Talisman mine sold to the London New Zealand Investment 

Company. 
132
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April 30. “Talisman.—The Talisman battery started crushing on Monday 

morning last, and has been running day and night since without hitch.” 
133

 

May. Woodstock connect No. 5 level tramway with Crown tramway, and 

also intend to run a ground tramway and then an aerial tramway from No. 1 

level to a hopper above the level of the kiln site.
 134

 

A large water race, one and a-quarter miles long [2012 m], is being 

constructed from the upper end of the Waitawheta. 
135

 This for the Crown 

air compressor. 

June. Earl of Glasgow and Crown mines combine.
 136

 

June. Major flood, C. S. Brown drowns.
 137 

He was caretaker of the Crown 

Mines water race. 

August. Crown battery has 40 stamps at work.
 138

 

September. Woodstock. Kiln tram line to be continued to intersect known 

lodes.
139

 This will create the “Windows” tunnel. 

September. Talisman Company to erect Howe Truss bridge across the 

Waitawheta River, to connect battery with Special site. The battery to be 

enlarged by ten stamps.
 140

 

October. Talisman. a substantial bridge has yet to be erected over the river 

from the Crown tramline before the necessary machinery can be got to the 

battery site. 
141

 

November. Electric lighting for all three batteries.
 142

 

November. Windows tunnel created.
143

 (called kiln tram-line extension). 

1897 January. Woodstock battery install Samson-Leffel turbine water-wheel (ie 

they do away with the pelton wheels).
 144

 

March. Woodstock Gold Mining Company's battery started crushing with 

the new 40-head.
 
 

Crown works to be converted from dry to wet crushing plant. 

Talisman using old kiln as an ore hopper (or paddock).
 145

 

April. “A 4-inch diameter [4 foot?] pipe line has been put in from the 

Talisman dam, and also two Victor turbines, capable of developing 120 

horse-power effective. There will be also an electric light installation. A 

revolving air dryer is being substituted for the kilns; this is now ready for 

running, and will mean considerable economy, and probably a better 

extraction.” 

Crown water race (Waitawheta) fluming commenced, 280,000 feet timber 

required.
 146

 

16 June. Talisman new 20 stamper underway, Howe Truss bridge connects 

to special site (vat house). Ore drier in use.
 147

 

July. Crown battery has 20 stamps running wet.
 148

 

August. A new bridge proposed between Dogherty's and the Crown battery. 
149

 

September. Crown battery 40 stamps wholly running wet.
 150

 

Woodstock to test wet crushing.
 151

 

December. Crown low grade ore made to pay by wet process.
 152

 

“Lack of water to keep the big mills going at top speed during the 
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exceptionally dry season just experienced, has caused a considerable 

amount of annoyance and inconvenience. The Ohinemuri River has never 

previously been so low at Karangahake, and the same remark applies to the 

Waitawheta Stream. Many batteries had to hang up half their stamps.” “A 

severe "slump" has existed all the year, being the natural reaction of the 

boom.”
153

 

Cyanide Process Gold Extraction Act; for the use of cyanide of potassium, 

the patent rights of which were purchased from the Cassel Company for 

£10,000.
 154

 

Sunday Labour in Mines Prevention Act, 1897.
155

 

Crown: “A 10 ft. Pelton water-wheel (3 nozzles) will be attached direct to 

the driving-shaft of the compressor. The water-race to supply power for the 

air-compressor is 1 mile and a quarter in length, with a present capacity of 

sixty sluice-heads, the pressure being 32 lb. per square inch.”
 156

 

A swing foot bridge was put across the river between River Road and the 

main road.
157

 

1898 The new footbridge near Napier’s residence completed.
 158 159 

It is 

sometimes referred to as the Crown bridge. 

Batteries now closed on Sundays because of new law.
 160

 

February. Crown air compressor started.
 161

 

Karangahake school to have additions. 
162

 

March. Woodstock Company wet crushing. 
163

 

April. More dry weather.
 164

 

May. Mr. J. McCombie, leaves Woodstock Co., Mr. Rich replaces. “Never 

in the history of Ohinemuri has the river been so low as at present, and the 

want of rain is being most severely felt all over the district…”
165

 

July. Severe flood, considerable damage. 
166

 

August. Woodstock to install six Union vanners. 

Crown battery start extra 20 head stamps, now 60.
 167

 

Karangahake Traffic bridge opened.
 168

 

29 October. Fire at Karangahake, destroyed twelve buildings.
 169

 

Talisman battery install 80 horse-power engine and boiler.
 170

 

Woodstock retire water-balance.
 171 

Crown change the numbering of their levels. AJHR 1899. 

1899 January. The Talisman Company take “over of the Talisman Extended Gold 

Mining Company's property, which consists of a special claim and battery 

site”. 
172

 

February. Crown mine level numbering changed. No. 6 level in future will 

be known as the Waitawheta tunnel.
 173

 

10 May Governor Ranfurly at Karangahake.
 174

 

June. Royal Mail and Victor Waihou special claims taken up by Messrs. 

Bewick, Moreing, and Co.
 175

 

October. A public meeting held in October, 1899, for the purpose of 

establishing a school of mines at Karangahake.
 176
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December. Crown Company are to construct a new tramway to the battery, 

on the level (our current walking track).
 177

 

1900 February. Never in the history of Ohinemuri has the river been so low.
 178

 

February. New (level) tramway to Crown battery complete (current 

walkway). Hoisting apparatus being installed beside battery (an incline 

tram), to lift ore from new tramway to top of battery. Will be run by pelton 

wheels.
 179

 

In the early part of this year [February] a school was opened at 

Karangahake to meet the requirements of the locality. Mr. E. B. McDuff, 

has the position of Director of the Karangahake School of Mines.
 180

 

March. Woodstock constructing new dam on Ohinemuri River. This will be 

a wooden structure, a little upstream from the later eastern rail tunnel portal
 

181
 

April. New Zealand Talisman Gold Mining Company amalgamate with 

Talisman Consolidated Company.
 182

 

May. Talisman to erect new battery.
 183

 

July. Woodstock battery to add an air compressor and steam plant.
 184

 

“The New Zealand Talisman Gold Mining Company's property has now 

been amalgamated with the Talisman Extended, Royal Mail, and Victor-

Waihou special claims, to be known as the Talisman Consolidated.” 
185

 

August. Woodstock Gold Mining Company have accepted a tender for 

excavating a shaft chamber at No. 5 level.
 186

 

Woodstock. “The grading of the pipe line for the race is almost completed. 

A start has also been made to construct the aqueduct across the Ohinemuri 

River [Warren Truss]. This is being erected with the object of carrying the 

fluming over the river.”
187

 

August. Talisman No. 8 level to be driven, about 200 ft below the No. 7. It 

will be the main outlet for the mine, “as all the ore from the upper workings 

will be concentrated there, and sent on to the battery, one length of aerial 

tramline being sufficient to land the ore at the battery”.
 188

 

Woodstock new dam, 3ft 9in pipeline and Warren Truss bridge across the 

Ohinemuri River completed. The Pelton wheel to be installed is 11 ft. 2 in. 

in diameter over all, and is to drive the air-compressors and battery during 

the greater part of the year. A new tail-race 69 ft. long under the mill, and 

below the old tail-race, has been driven and timbered so as to gain the 

utmost pressure-head. The old bridge across the Waitawheta Stream 

removed, a new and more substantial bridge built, going direct to the battery 

ore-hopper, 180ft long. The shaft-chamber in No. 5 level, which is 45½ft. 

long by 37½ft. wide, and 40 ft. high, has been completed, and a connection 

from it to the surface also made. The shaft is being sunk 8 ft. by 18 ft. in the 

clear, and has two hoisting-compartments, 6 ft. by 4 ft.; also a pumping-

compartment and ladder-way, 6 ft. by 6 ft. 6 in.
 189

 

Crown Company. Driving a tunnel on opposite side of Ohinemuri River 

(true right). Erecting an engine at the battery to supplement water power 
190

 

[this is the boiler and engine at the back of the battery]. 
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1901 January. Woodstock start the new shaft from No. 5 level.
 191

 

February. Karangahake School of Mines opened 4 February. 

“W H Baker, assistant instructor at the Thames School of Mines, had been 

elected to be Director of the Karangahake School of Mines which was then 

opened on Monday 4 February, 1901 by the Hon James McGowan, Minister 

of Mines. The School of Mines at Karangahake was opened on Monday 

with a satisfactory attendance of people. There are 50 students on the 

register.”
192

 

Woodstock to add an air compressor to their battery. 
193

 

“Woodstock Company has recently erected a corrugated iron building at its 

mine; it is to be used for a change-room.”
 194

 

March. Crown mine: A pump has been installed.
 195

 

Woodstock: The 8in compressed-air pipe line (between the mill and the 

mine) is completed. A large Pelton wheel 11ft 2in in diameter, and a small 

and large air compressor are being installed.
 196

 

Distinctive pipe-line bridge across Waitawheta. 

April. . Crown. “The whole of the company's underground machinery is 

now worked by a powerful air-compressor.” Talisman: “The hoppers at the 

mill site and at No. 8 level are nearing completion.”
 197

 

June. Woodstock: The pipe line bridge across the Ohinemuri River, of over 

80ft span, and the bridge across the Waitawheta, are completed.
 198

 

July. A landslip “caused part of the New Zealand Crown Mines' water race 

to carry away and the company's tramline to be blocked for some distance”. 

The Talisman’s new wet stamper battery of 50 stamps gets underway.
 199

 

August. Woodstock Gold Mining Company resumed crushing operations on 

August 30.
 200

 

September. Crown battery adding two Babcock boilers at the back of their 

battery.
 201

 

The railway tunnel is being pushed ahead from both ends.
202

 

Night soil service to be established.
 203

 

1902 January. Woodstock battery closes, pending reconstruction.
204

 

A nightsoil service in Karangahake to be established.
205

 

“Talisman Consolidated Company's operations have so far been of a 

disappointing nature.”
 206

 

March. Woodstock Company resume development work in the mine, but 

not the battery.
 207

 

April. 180hp steam engine and boilers at Crown battery.
 208

 

May. Talisman erect an air compressor.
 209

 

October. Talisman start an incline shaft from No.8 Level.
 210

 

December. New steam plant at Crown battery working well. All three 

batteries are at work.
 211

 

Woodstock. A new steam plant of two 150-horse-power Elephant boilers 

and a 250----horse-power Corliss engine erected at battery. 212 

1903 February. Woodstock. Boring operations (diamond drill) have been 



Early Karangahake Time Line 

11 

commenced from the No. 5 level crosscut.
213

 

July. Karangahake to be supplied with gas from Paeroa. 
214

 

The Crown have auxiliary steam plant at the mine. 
215

 This is the concrete 

pillbox perched on the cliff beside the Waitawheta entrance to the mine. 

November. “The combined railway and road bridge over the Ohinemuri 

River at Karangahake has been finished [and?] the section of the railway to 

Karangahake is just on the point of completion and will be opened for 

goods traffic shortly.” 
216

 

Double-decker road/rail bridge.
217

 

December. Death of Middleton and McColl. 
218

 

The School of Mines building has been doubled in size.
 219

 

1904 February. Woodstock for sale.
220

 

11 April. David Deans, employed in the railway tunnel at Karangahake, dies 

of his injuries.
221

 

May. Coal is railed to Karangahake, and waggons loaded from the double 

deck bridge. 
222

 

Karangahake now supplied with gas from the works in Paeroa (Ohinemuri 

Light and Power).
223

 

June. Talisman buy Woodstock for £7000
224

 

18 October. Walter Ings and Fredk. Thomas Shaw are injured in the 

Karangahake rail tunnel. Ings dies from his injuries. 
225

 Shaw dies 6 

November. 
226

 

The headings in the Karangahake tunnel met in the beginning of September 

last (1904), and the tunnel was completed by the end of January. 227 

1905 January. Crown mine considers closing. 
228

 

“Reports are current that the Crown mine, at Karangahake, intends closing 

down on the 6th prox. The battery is now only working day shift.”
229

 

September. KARANGAHAKE RAILWAY CROSSING. 
230

 

The road over the tunnel mouth, Waihi end, must have been completed 

shortly after this date. 

October. Both the Talisman and Crown are obtaining richer ore. 
231

 

November. The Karangahake bowling green at Mackaytown was opened 

last week.
232

 

Paeroa-Waihi. This railway was completed and opened for traffic on the 9th 

November last. 233 

December. The Talisman holds now 565 acres. 
234

 

Talisman: “first dividends paid since operations were commenced in the 

mine”.
 
£30,000 

235
 

New Zealand Crown Mines (limited).— “This year the trestles and fluming 

which carry the water-supply over the Waitewheta Stream have shown signs 

of decay, and necessitated the erection of new fluming, &c, estimated to 

cost £800.” 
236

 

1906 16 September. Tramway Hotel burns down (press photo AWN) 

16 September. Fire at Karangahake. Tramway Hotel destroyed. “The hotel, 
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which is the property of Mr Montgomery, was a substantial two-storeyed 

building and was well furnished throughout… The whole of the hotel was 

completely destroyed and the bulk of the furniture, while the hall which 

adjoined was also burnt.”
237

 

A flag station is to be opened at Mackaytown.
238

 

October. “The bridge across the Ohinemuri River at Mackaytown, to give 

access to the flag station, is now completed.”
239

 

Crown mine discovers rich new reef. 
240

 

Talisman: “a new Ingersoll Sergeant compound air-compressor having been 

installed at the Woodstock Battery.” 241 

Crown: “The company's water-race on the Ohinemuri River has for some 

time been leaking and in much need of repairs. During the year a new 

bridge at the junction of the Ohinemuri and Waitawheta Rivers has been 

erected to carry the race over.” 242 

“Comstock United Gold-mining Company.—In the early part of the year a 

company was formed to raise capital to carry on further development-

work.” To supply fresh air to the very long tunnel a small dam was 

constructed on the Hauraki Stream, and a water-blast set up to force air into 

the drive. 243 

“At Karangahake discoveries of cinnabar have been made, and several 

mineral leases applied for.” 

Karangahake School of Mines. “Averaging forty-two students, and having 

fifty-nine students on the roll during the second term. This is the highest 

average attendance yet reached for this school.” “During the year a 

storeroom 16 ft. by 12 ft. has been erected.”244 

1907 January. A lack of miners; many Australian miners returning home. 
245

 

A flood destroys much of the Crown Company’s water race. 
246

 

“The footbridge at Mackaytown, over the Ohinemuri River, has also been 

carried away by the water.”
247

 

Another new rich reef found in the Crown mine. 
248

 

March. This Lloyd lode is “now considered the most important in the 

Crown mines.”
249

 

The damaged water races of the Crown “would cost about £6000 and 

occupy 14 months to repair.” 
250

 

July. Mackaytown footbridge rebuilt after blowing down. 
251

 

September. “KARANGAHAKE MINING. At no period in the history of the 

Hauraki goldfields has the outlook for the Karangahake section looked so 

bright as at the present time.” 
252

 

Karangahake Gold-mining Company has been established. 
253

 

1908 January. Karangahake Company at work. 
254

 

May. Firebell to be erected. 
255

 

Mr. Daw has been in England arranging for an electrical generating and 

pumping plant for the Crown Company. 
256

 

Another large slip damages Crown water race and tramway. 
257

 

May. Firebell appears to exist. Therefore constructed May or June. 
258
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July. Ohinemuri County Council has decided to erect a rotunda, to cost 

£125. This, I understand, will be erected in the main street, alongside the 

new firebell tower.
259

 

Talisman are installing new pump to lift the water from No. 13 level. 

Operated by compressed air.
260

 

August. Karangahake presses for Borough status. 
261

 

Talisman lower levels flooded owing to Crown mine stopping pumping. 
262

 

September. Crown mine closed due to a dispute with the mining contractors 

over insurance. 
263

 

November. Talisman. The installation of the new air-compressor plant at the 

Talisman mine is now completed, pumps holding the water below No. 12 

level.
 264

 

Crown. For the first time for over 25 years mining and milling operations in 

the New Zealand Crown mines at Karangahake have been suspended. At the 

earliest work is not likely to be resumed for several months, during which 

the new electrical pumping plant for unwatering the mine to a greater depth 

will be installed. A number of men will be thrown out of work in 

consequence. 
  265

 

Band rotunda, Karangahake, £138 (W. H. Taylor)
266

 

1909 January. Workers Compensation Act of 1908. Miners refuse to submit to 

medical examination regarding miners' complaint (phthisis). The Talisman 

capitulates, not the Crown. 
267

 
268

 

February. The new compound Cornish air-compressor recently installed by 

the Talisman Consolidated is working most satisfactorily. The water in the 

shaft has been reduced about 80 feet, leaving 60 feet yet to be pumped 

before operations can be resumed at No. 13 level. 
269

 

CROWN MINE. The concrete foundations for a powerful electrical plant 

are now being prepared at the Crown mine [battery].
270

 

March. Ohinemuri Licensing Poll: Vote = No-license. To take effect June 

30. 
271

 

April. Haywards' Picture entertainment at Karangahake (movies).
272

 

August. Talisman. In the Woodstock section are cutting out a huge chamber 

for the new machinery, in connection with the sinking of the Woodstock 

shaft from its present depth of 250 ft to the Talisman low levels. At the 

battery the company are installing three tube mills, eight B. and M. agitating 

tanks, a vacuum filter plant, and a new mill engine. 

Crown. The power station has a large triple expansion engine for driving a 

three phase 550 kilo. generator. There is also a large Francis turbine for 

driving the same generator when there is a sufficient supply of water in the 

Ohinemuri River for doing so. There are two Babcock boilers of 250 horse-

power each, feed pumps, and every type of safety device to provide against 

accidents.
273

 

October. Talisman. Water low enough to allow deepening of shaft from 

No.13 level. The large chamber in Woodstock section completed. 
274

 

A rich patch of cinnabar ore struck in the Mackaytown cinnabar mine.
275

 

November. Karangahake bowling green official opening. 
276
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December. Crown mining again, crushing with one shift. Mining had ceased 

for about a year. Electrical plant and pumps working well (at a cost of 

£20,000
277

). 
278

 

The Ascot Cinnabar Syndicate have erected a plant for the reduction of 

cinnabar. 279
 

1910 30 March. Flood! Biggest on record. 
280

 Water rushed through the railway 

tunnel. 
281

 Talisman water race pipe crumpled and twisted. 
282

 Old 

Woodstock battery damaged. 
283

 

4 April. Gorge Road closed. 
284

 

Mackaytown station bridge destroyed.
 285

 

August. Talisman battery. Three new tube mills and eight pneumatic slimes 

agitators have been installed. 
286

 

15 September. Old Woodstock battery destroyed by fire. The plant 

destroyed included three air compressors and two steam engines. 
287

 

November. Ohinemuri County Council decided to erect a footbridge over 

the Ohinemuri river, at Karangahake, near the School of Mines. 
288

 

December. Dougherty’s swing bridge (suspension bridge) is built early 

1911? 

Mr. J. McCombie was appointed general manager of the New Zealand 

Crown Mines. 
289

 

1911 February. Australasian Institute of Mining Engineers' Conference.
290

 

October. Karangahake Dispute. Cooperative System Adopted. 
291

 

Crown. The machinery in connection with the treatment plant is now all 

electrically driven.
 292

 

Talisman. A new change-house, 30 ft. by 70 ft., has been erected at the 

mouth of the Woodstock No. 5 level, and will be equipped with hot and 

cold shower-baths and steam-heat for drying clothes.
 293

 

1912 January. Crown mine No. 7 level aerial tram to Crown horse tramway to be 

erected. 
294

 

May. Waihi Strike. 13 May - 12 November 1912
295

 

October. New croquet lawn should be ready for use about Christmas 

time.
296

 

Coal miners’ strike at Huntly. 
297

 

November. The Karangahake Bridge has been commenced, but not yet been 

completed.
298

 

1913 January. Large heavy trestle bridge, replaces first swing bridge at 

Karangahake
299

 

August. Edgar Rock Drill. An official trial of the Edgar patent rock drill 

took place on Saturday at Karangahake.
 300

 

Crown battery: Five slime-vats have been equipped with mechanical 

agitators, and consequently a considerable improvement has been effected 

in the percentage of bullion-recovery. 
301

 

1914 June. Crown. Operations suspended, battery ceases crushing. 
302

 

4 August New Zealand at war
303
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September. Bowling. Karangahake Club put down a new green of four 

rinks, which will be ready for play late in the coming season.
304

 

1915 August. Crown. At present the only work in the mine is being done by 

tributers. 
305

 

1916 21 February. Tramway Hotel Destroyed. Woman Burnt To Death. 
306

 

March…there has been a series of fires in the past two or three months…
307

 

1917 July. Crown powerhouse sold to Gisborne Borough 
308

. 

1919 March. Crown Quarry granted by Warden. 
309

 

June. The demolition of empty houses is still going on apace. The better 

parts of the houses are being removed for re-erection in other places, mostly 

in the King Country. 

The local quarry adjacent to the Crown battery has been fully opened up, 

and good bell metal is to hand, which is in great demand by various 

councils, etc.
310

 

August. Crown mine is being dismantled. 
311

 

October. Gas lighting discontinued, electric lights curtesy of Talisman 

battery. 
312

 

Talisman. milling operations were suspended October, and will not be again 

commenced unless the development work undertaken by the company 

justifies resumption. 313 

1920 July. Concrete bridge is being erected over Doherty’s creek.
314

 

December. Talisman Consolidated, Limited, have decided that the mine 

shall be closed down as soon as the material in the underground workings 

can be withdrawn. 
315

 

1921 January. New Zealand Crown Mines Co., Ltd., invite tenders for the 

working of their road metal quarry at Karangahake on tribute.
316

 

February. Karangahake Bowling Club will be disbanded.
 317

 

August. The band rotunda at Karangahake was sold to the Paeroa 

Beautifying Society for the sum of £50.
318

 

1922 November. Karangahake School of Mines. Tenders are invited for the Cash 

purchase of the buildings and contents of the above School of Mines 

situated at Karangahake, either separately or as a whole. 
319

 

1923 January. New Talisman Company wish to develop the parallel system of the 

Crown and Talisman mines. 
320

 

February. Mining operations in Karangahake had practically ceased up to 

six months ago, following upon the closing down of the Talisman 

Consolidated mine, with the exception of come prospecting work in the 

Crown Mines property. During the last six months, however, numerous 

applications have been made through the Warden's Court for fresh mining 

leases in that district, where there are now several prospecting parties at 

work. 
321

 

1924 A Talisman air compressor removed to Huntly coal mines. 
322

 

Two classrooms from Karangahake school removed to new school at 

Waikino.
323

 

1925 March. The Talisman Consolidated mine, up to March, 1921, had put out 
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gold to the value of £2,951,315, equal to £7 5s a ton. The total dividends 

paid amounted to £1,151,164, or about £4 17s 6d a share. The Crown mine 

has yielded £871,386, the total dividends bring £70,000. From these two 

mines the total output was, therefore, £3,822,701, the combined dividends 

amounting to £1,221,164. 
324

 

July. The county Council plan to remove the Talisman (ex Woodstock) dam 

on the Ohinemuri. 
325

 

1926 January. Talisman Dam demolished by dynamite. 
326

 

May. The Minister of Mines asked to provide a public battery for 

Karangahake. 
327

 

September. John McCombie dies, aged 76. 
328

 

1927 January. Electricity for lighting and power purposes has now been installed 

at Karangahake by the Thames Valley Power Board.
329

 

June. Mr J. B. Morris, with a party of men, has erected a five head battery 

about three miles along the Trig Road [County Road. Earl of Glasgow area]. 
330

 

August. The Crown battery has not yet been demolished. Water races still 

intact. 
331

 

August. Mr. J. B. Morris elected representative on Council, Karangahake 

Riding. 
332

 JB Morris continued till 1938.
333

 

November. Quite a small pegging out boom is in progress in the 

Karangahake section of the goldfields. "Practically all Karangahake has 

been pegged out” …
334

 

1928 January. Large fires at Karangahake. 
335

 

April. Talisman battery is still being dismantled. 
336

 

1929 June. County Council consider taking over the Crown tramway and aerial at 

Karangahake.
337

 

1930 February. Work was started last week on the Talisman-Dubbo property.
 338

 

1931 Daylight saving. 
339

 

1932 March. Relief Camp workers are clearing ragwort at Karangahake. 
340

 

Cherry’s Battery. 

June. Mr J. N. Cherry said he had recently acquired the claim, he had sunk a 

certain amount of capital in works and machinery for the purpose of 

extracting and crushing his own ore. He had also acquired a small battery (5 

stamps) and power plant, and had been granted a special battery site by the 

Warden, and six months’ protection.
341

 

September. The Golden Dawn Goldmining Company, in the erection of its 

battery at Owharoa, was assisted by the Mines Department, conditional on 

the company having also to treat parcels of ore for small companies and 

private prospectors. The Talisman Dubbo Company is having its ore treated 

here. 
342

 

1933 May. The Karangahake Tributers and Prospectors' Association has been 

formed at Karangahake, some twenty odd members being enrolled.
343

 

October. Talisman Dubbo (Karangahake). The aerial ropeway from 

Talisman No. 1 level to the county road near No. 8 Talisman level (2100 ft. 
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in length, with a fall of 800 ft.), and loading and discharging hoppers are 

now working. 
344

 Ore is taken to the Golden Dawn battery, Owharoa. 

In 1933 the first one-day School Reunion was held on the Mackaytown 

Recreation Ground.
 345

 

1934 February. Unemployed men’s camps:—“Public Works camps in the county 

are accounting for very good work.” 
346

 

19 April. John Nathaniel Cherry, the granting of a license to construct a 

dam in the Waitawheta stream 200 feet to the west of the Old Crown bridge 

to store water to drive a turbine, such application having been consented to 

by the Minister; granted.
 347 

December. Mr. J. Morris has completed the erection of his battery in the 

township. The old stamper system has been discarded and the plant consists 

of a stonecrusher and ball mill. Mr. Morris is working a claim on top of the 

Taukani Mountain. 
348

 

1936 January. Karangahake Gorge road to be closed for widening work. Detour 

to be over Rahu Road. 
349

 Public Works department. 

2 February. Flood. Waikino footbridge was washed away. Rahu road 

impassable. 
350

 

July. The Ohinemuri County Council decide to dismantle the Karangahake 

swing bridge [River Road to Irishtown?]
 351

 

December. Gorge road. Opened to traffic at Christmas. 
352

 

1937 February. Karangahake Gorge road closed again for further work 
353

 

June. Talisman Dubbo Gold Mines Ltd. Start on erecting their own mill at 

old Talisman powerhouse site. 
354

 

October. Talisman Dubbo Goldmining Company request the Council to 

reopen the old Scotchman’s gully road. 
355

 

November. The old Talisman battery site clean-up is still yielding 

bullion.
356

 

1938 February. Waitawheta River considered as a water supply for Paeroa. 
357

 

March. New Waitawheta Road bridge erected. 
358

 

April. Karangahake gorge road to be sealed. 
359

 

May. Talisman Dubbo new mill started. Designed for efficiency and low 

running costs. The gold will be saved by cyanidation. Electricity provides 

the motive power. 
360

 

July. Storm. Gorge road closed by slips, extensive damage. Rahu road 

reused. 
361

 

1940 February. The Talisman Dubbo Gold-mining Company closing down. 
362

 

The up-to-date battery, erected in 1937, has been dismantled and sent to 

Fiji. 363 

1941 Mines Department is prospecting the Ascot Mine at Karangahake. 364 

1942 Golden Dawn Gold-mines, Ltd., Owharoa—Work suspended and plant 

being sold for removal. 365 

1943 Operations suspended at Ascot Mine, where the Mines Department was 

carrying out some investigations. 366 

1945 Talisman Battery site now held as the Grace claim by E. C. Roberts. 
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Approximately 100 tons of material were treated for a return of bullion 

valued at £707. 367 

1946 Morris’ battery site, Karangahake.— all plant was sold and transferred to a 

claim at Komata. 368 

1947 October. The Paeroa Borough Council Water Supply Empowering Bill 

revokes the sludge channel status of Waitawheta stream. 
369

 

1948 March. The four-foot diameter sheet iron pipes of the Woodstock/Talisman 

Ohinemuri water race were. 
370

 

1957 December 7, 1957, Karangahake was en fete for the official opening of its 

new hall.
371

 

1959 Paeroa Municipal Water Supply. 

The pipe line measures 33,700 feet (about 6½ miles) from the Borough 

boundary via the Waitawheta Gorge to the intake above Dickey's Flat. The 

pipe line crosses 2 large swing bridges and passes through a 500 feet long 

tunnel before going under the bed of the stream to reach the treatment plant. 

The completed job costing just over £95,000. The first draw off from the 

supply was taken shortly prior to Christmas 1959 although the final work 

had not been completed at that stage. For the first time for nearly 40 years 

Paeroa Borough had an adequate supply of water.
 372

 

In 1933 the first one-day School Reunion was held on the Mackaytown 

Recreation Ground, but in 1959, through the initiative of Mr Eric Nash (the 

Headmaster) and his wife, Gwen, a grand, long weekend celebrated 70 

years of the school's history. It was no small matter to accommodate the 

hundreds who came to the now sparsely populated area, but it was a 

wonderful success, aided by the fact that a new Hall had been built by the 

community.
373

 

1960-3 Karangahake Picnic Reserve was vested in the control of the Ohinemuri 

County Council as a reserve for recreational purposes on 27th October 

1960. 

A concrete block building containing toilets and changing facilities erected 

late 1963. 

Notice Board on the Reserve was erected by the Paeroa Rotary Club. 
374
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Some Significant Physical Features 

Karangahake Battery site 

Karangahake Battery site, Battery Flat near confluence of rivers 

Location: NZ Mercator. 1840818,5854651 

1875 5 August. The Prospectors' Claim, at Karangahake, have made a start in 
putting up a small mill. 375 

 Somerville's from Karaka, Thames 

November. Clarkson’s Battery, from Shellback Creek, north Thames is 

purchased
376

 

These two batteries are combined to become the Karangahake Battery 

1876 June 24. Karangahake Battery “started”
377

 

19? July. Karangahake Battery opens (water race on Waitawheta Stream, 

battery driven by a turbine)
378

 

Battery uses amalgamated mercury plates. Water race of wooden fluming, 

518m, dam in Waitawheta, true right bank, therefore flume crossing 

Waitawheta at junction. Ore chute and sledging of ore from mine. 

Poor results and the battery is stopped.
 379

 

1882 7 August. Karangahake Battery purchased by Hauraki Company, becomes 

Hauraki Battery
380

 

1885 August. Hauraki Battery becomes Ivanhoe Battery
381

 

1890 24 March. Ivanhoe Battery sold for removal to Puriri.
382

 Gone, after 14 

years. 

 

Ohinemuri lowest dam (Woodstock dam) and water race 

Woodstock dam, first and lowest on Ohinemuri River 

Location: NZ Mercator. 1841430, 5854734. Opposite large pine tree on walkway 

1885 September. An excellent natural dam, about two chains wide, has been 

found in the Ohinemuri River. A water-race from this dam, 145 chains 

[2917m, error?] in length [forty chains [805m] of fluming
383

], will convey 

ten or twelve sluice heads to the furnace. From the head of the dam to the 

junction of the Waitawheta and Ohinemuri Rivers is 28 chains [563m]. At 

this point (the junction) a bridge will be necessary to carry the flume across. 

The water-race will require some 7500 feet of timber. The fall of water from 

the dam will be about 40 feet, and a Pelton wheel is expected to generate 

about 40 h. p.
384

 

28 November. Water race complete
385

 

1886 September. The water to drive is taken from the Ohinemuri river, which 

runs close in front of the furnace house, and is brought down a distance of 

42 chains [845m], in fluming three feet wide, and one foot six inches deep. 

This flume or race, is of timber all the way, the sides being 18 x 1¼, and the 

bottom, three boards of 12 x 1¼. For a distance of 18 chains [362m] it has 

to be supported on trestle work, the trestles varying in height from 4 to 30 

feet and averaging 22 feet apart. One of the spans, where it crosses the 

Waitawheta River, is 90 feet between the sole plates, and 47 feet above the 
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river. The building of this bridge was quite an undertaking in itself. The 

legs, which are over 40 feet long, are 10 inches square, and rest on sole 

plates about seven feet above the summer level of the river. These legs lean 

in towards the centre, 15 feet off the perpendicular, which reduces the span 

at the top to 62 feet, and this is bridged over by two stringers, each of which 

is composed of two pieces of 14 x 4, strapped and bolted together, and 

supported underneath by a straining rod of 1½in. iron. The feet of the legs 

and the sole plates are securely bolted down to the rock, so as to resist the 

freshes in the river during the winter.
386

 

1889 Ivanhoe and Truro Co.'s battery and pan plant make use of Woodstock 

water race to power their plant 

1894 A shortened and refurbished version of the Furnace water race. Same 

dam
387

 

1895 Woodstock’s open wooden flume replaced by 1m diameter steel pipe.
 388

 

1900 Woodstock water race extension and new dam 1900.
 389

 

 

Waitawheta lowest dam (Talisman Dam site) and water race 

Karangahake Battery dam, first in Karangahake, first and lowest on Waitawheta 

River. We think of it now as the Talisman Dam 

Location: NZ Mercator. 1840998, 5854270. Opposite Windy point on walkway 

1876 May. No description yet found. 549m of wooden fluming required on true 

right bank, trestle over river to battery on Battery Flat
390

 

1882 August. Becomes the dam of the Hauraki battery
391

 

1885 January. Stones have been placed in front of the dam as armour
392

. 

August. Becomes the dam of the Ivanhoe battery
393

 Still a wooden flume 

1896 Talisman Company dam and water race 1896. 

This is a reuse of the original Karangahake battery dam and headworks, the 

flume being replaced by a 4 ft [1.2m] diameter pipe.
394

 

 

Dams and Water Races summary 

Dams and water races 

1876 
Karangahake Company erect dam and wooden water race on Waitawheta 

River. 

The first in Karangahake. 

1885 
Woodstock Company dam and wooden water race for the Furnace late 

1885. 

First and lowest on the Ohinemuri River. 

1886 
Railey’s Battery dam and wooden water race late 1886. 

This is the second dam on the Waitawheta River. 

1892 
Crown Company Ohinemuri dam and water race 1892. 

The water race will be a wooden flume from a dam just below the future 

eastern portal of the railway tunnel. 

1894 
Woodstock Battery water race 1894. 

A shortened and refurbished version of the Furnace water race. Same dam. 
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1895 
Woodstock’s open wooden flume replaced by 1m diameter steel pipe. 

1896 
Talisman Company dam and water race 1896. 

This is a reuse of the original Karangahake battery dam and headworks, the 

flume being replaced by a 4 ft [1.2m] diameter pipe. 

Crown Company Waitawheta dam and water race 1896. 

This long wooden flume will power the large air compressor at the river 

level entrance. 

1900 
Woodstock water race extension and new dam 1900. 

On the Ohinemuri River, upstream of the future eastern portal of the railway 

tunnel. 

1904 
Talisman buy Woodstock for £7000, and take over the Woodstock dam. 

 

Battery Flat 

Site of earliest activity, starting with Karangahake Battery, 1876. A flat area of river 

bank, on true left bank of Ohinemuri River, immediately below junction of 

Waitawheta River. 

Location: NZ Mercator. 1840718,5854690. 

1875 Stampede to Karangahake Spur. 

5 August. The Prospectors' Claim, at Karangahake, have made a start in 
putting up a small mill. 395 

 Somerville's from Karaka, Thames 

November. Clarkson’s Battery, from Shellback Creek, north Thames is 

purchased
396

 

These two batteries are combined to become the Karangahake Battery 

1876 June 24. Karangahake Battery “started”
397

 

19? July. Karangahake Battery opens (water race on Waitawheta Stream, 

battery driven by a turbine)
398

 

Battery uses amalgamated mercury plates. Water race of wooden fluming, 

518m, dam in Waitawheta, true right bank, therefore flume crossing 

Waitawheta at junction. Ore chute and sledging of ore from mine. 

Poor results and the battery is stopped.
 399

 

1882 7 August. Karangahake Battery purchased by Hauraki Company, becomes 

Hauraki Battery
400

 

1883 December. Tramway Hotel established
401

 Alf Shepherd proprietor. 

1885 4 June. Karangahake suspension bridge completed.
402

 

August. Hauraki Battery becomes Ivanhoe Battery
403

 Self-acting incline 

completed
404

 

September. Hogg’s Store opened
405

 

1888 Parkes' furnace started.
 406

 

1890 Ivanhoe Battery sold for removal to Puriri.
 407

 

1894 Tramway Hotel has a handsome verandah along the river frontage.
 408

 

1895 Tramway Hotel enlarged by building another storey on it.
 409

 

1896 Mr Alf. Shepherd, of the Tramway Hotel, Karangahake, sold that hotel to 

Mr Bunyard.
 410
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1897 Talisman build General Office and cyanide vat house.
 411

 

Mr A. Bunyard, Tramway Hotel, erects a Lyceum Hall, close to the hotel.
 

412
 

1898 New Traffic bridge opened.
 413

 

1906 Tramway hotel destroyed by fire.
 414

 

1908 Talisman vat house enlarged to become the powerhouse.
 415

 

1909 Ohinemuri voted Dry. Tramway hotel reduced to boarding house only.
 416

 

1913 New truss Traffic bridge.
 417

 

1915 Boarding house on hill is removed. 

1916 Fatal Fire at Karangahake. Tramway hotel destroyed.
 418

 

1938 Dubbo battery under way.
 419

 

1959 Paeroa municipal water supply pipeline and suspension bridge installed. 

1970? “Gold Camp” created. 

2019 New suspension bridge across the Ohinemuri River. 

 

Waitawheta tramway route 

Along true left bank Waitawheta River. We now think of it as the Crown Track. 

1882 August. A tramway is in course of erection from the battery to the foot of 

the range, a distance of some 330 yards [302m].
 420

 

1885 August. Woodstock.-— Willett's and party, contractors for cutting and 

forming the horse grade section of tramway, are making good headway with 

the work
421

 

28 November. horse grade, and aerial sections of the tramway are now 

complete
422

 

 November. Crown.- Tenders called for construction of tramway through 

Waitawheta gorge, including 30 chains [604m] of solid rock cutting.
 423

 

1892 Crown. - The tramway leading from the mine to the new mill site is 

completed.
 424

 

1899 December. Crown Company are to construct a new tramway to the battery, 

on the level (our current walking track).
 425

. 

1900 February. New (level) tramway to Crown battery complete.
426

 

 

Railey’s Battery site, later Crown Battery, then Crown Compressor 

Railey’s Battery site was later modified by the Crown Company, building a new 

battery and Cassel plant. This was later replaced by a compressor house. Included 

here is the dam on the Waitawheta River, swing bridge, and dwellings. 

1886 May. Work started on battery and dam.
427

 Battery building 12.2x17m (207.4 

sq m), 16 windows. Dam across the Waitawheta river is at its widest part 

about 120 ft [36.5m] at top, and at bottom about 100 ft; 8ft above ordinary 

water level. Water race 20 chains [402m] in length 3ft x 2ft composed 

entirely of kauri (sawn on the spot), 6ft Pelton wheel.
 428

 

1886 November. Battery starts.
 429

 12 tanks, 10 stamps 

1887 November. Railey’s/County tramway stage one completed.
 430
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1887 November 3. Isaac Railey has left for the South Island.
 431

 

November 10. Battery advertised for sale.
 432

 

December 17. Mr Alexander Hogg, has taken a lease of Railey's mill, and as 

soon as the repairs to the dam are finished he will commence treating quartz 

from the Monastery mine.
 433

 

1888 August 2. Sale of Railey plant to Crown.
 434

 

1889 March 30. Crown Battery under construction.
 435

 

1889 October 12. Cassel Gold Extracting Co.: A trial run of this Company's 

machinery took place to-day.
 436

 

1890 June. Drying furnace erected Crown battery.
437

 

Crown river level adit (No.4) connected to battery by connecting to the “old 

Monastry line”.
 438

 

August. Land slip at Crown battery.
 439

 

Cassel plant complete.
 440

 

September. Plans underway for new plant downstream from Battery Flat.
 441

 

1891 … crushing commenced towards the end of July, 1891, and was carried on 

successfully until August of the same year, when, during a heavy fresh in 

the river, part of the dam was carried away, and caused operations to be 

suspended with this plant for some months. After repairing the dam they 

resumed crushing, and, with the exception of a few break-downs owing to 

the dilapidated condition of the plant, they had a continuous run for six 

months up to August, 1892, when the machinery broke down beyond 

repair.
442

 

End August. Crown/Cassel dam destroyed.
 443

 

1892 August. Crown battery at Railey’s site stops.
 444

 

1893 November. Crown: tenders called for construction of air compressor site (ex 

old battery site, ex Railey’s) 
445

. The directors have ordered a complete 

rock-boring plant, including five rock drills. 
446

 

December. Crown: preparations are now being made for repairing the water 

race and dam at the site of the old mill, with the object of providing 

sufficient water to work a 40 horse-power air compressor, to drive four rock 

drills for pushing the levels ahead with greater speed than is possible by 

manual labour.
447

 

1894 March. Crown erects compressor building at old Crown/Railey’s site; the 

rock-boring plant is now in full operation in the mine 
448

 

 

Cherry’s Five Stamp Battery 

On true right bank Waitawheta River. Between Talisman No.7 Level hopper, and 

Smithy site. A little down from the “Crown Stope”. 

Location: NZ Mercator. 1841184, 5853989. 



Early Karangahake Significant Features 

24 

1931 Crown Mine special quartz claim at Karangahake held by John Nathaniel 

Cherry.
 449

 

1932 June. Mr J. N. Cherry: Crown special quartz claim No. 9556. He had 

acquired a small battery and power plant.
450

 

1934 February. Messrs Cherry and Sons commenced operations some time ago 

with but little capital. For about £500 they equipped a battery (5 stamps) 

and have since worked to such purpose that they have now been able to 

spend a further £500 on machinery. This comprises a low head turbine of 45 

horsepower, pipes to convey water from a dam to be made in the 

Waitawheta stream to the turbine site at the present battery, and an air 

compressor.
 451 

 

Karangahake’s Bridges 

Bridges by approximate date 

1876 13 June. First fluming bridge over the Waitawheta River completed, for 

Karangahake battery.
 452

 

1884 10 May. Sir Walter Scott shoot, and tramway complete. A trestle bridge 

carrying their tramway now crosses the Waitawheta River beside the water 

race flume.
 453

 The Ivanhoe Company, on the Ohinemuri side of Taukani, 

also tram ore across this bridge.
 454

 

1885 First bridge across the Ohinemuri River to/from Battery Flat. 

June. Karangahake suspension bridge completed.
455

 The bridge is for foot 

and horse traffic; no vehicles! 

Late in year the Woodstock furnace water race crosses the Waitawheta 

River.
 456 457

 

1886 Railey’s Battery swing bridge 

Railey’s battery is operating towards the end of 1886. This bridge was 

constructed by the Monastery Gold-mining Company to transport their ore 

across the Waitawheta to the battery. This was completed by the end of the 

year.
 458

 

1890 Crown mine river level entrance bridge
459

. 

1892 Crown Company water race flume bridge across Waitawheta River.
 460 461 

Crown battery workers’ bridge. 

22 October 1892. The gale of Wednesday and Thursday did a good deal of 

damage. Messrs Brown, of Karangahake, were the greatest sufferers, — the 

framework of the Crown G.M. Co.'s battery, for which they are the 

contractors, being blown down and their footbridge swept away. Damage 

£200.
462

 

1894 Old Hauraki bridge upgraded by Woodstock Co.
 463

 

1895 Woodstock water race flume to furnace is removed. New bridge to water 

balance constructed.
 464

 

1896 Woodstock erect swing bridge over Ohinemuri to facilitate bringing 

machinery to the battery site.
 465

 

1897 River Road pedestrian suspension bridge. Built late 1897, painted early 
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1898.
 466 

16 June. Talisman new 20 stamper underway, Howe Truss bridge connects 

to special site (vat house).
467

 

1898 Second suspension bridge, known as the Traffic Bridge. It was more 

substantial than the original bridge, could accommodate wheeled traffic. It 

was built just downstream from the original which was left in place. 

20 August. Officially opened 
468

 

1900 Woodstock. To carry the pipe-across the Ohinemuri Gorge a Warren truss-

bridge of 80 ft. span has been built. This bridge has a 7 ft. wide decking in 

the clear between the trusses, and the bottom chord is 24 ft. above ordinary 

water-level, and 6 ft. above the highest known flood-level. The water-pipe 

which this bridge carries is 3 ft. 9 in. in diameter, and is now being 

connected up on the gradeline.
 469

 

1901 Air pipe line bridge crossing Waitawheta River. 

[At the Woodstock battery] Two compressors installed. one an Ingersoll-

Sergeant compound, rope-driven, low-pressure cylinder 24 1/4 in. diameter, 

high-pressure cylinder 15 1/4 in. diameter, 18 in. stroke, ordinary capacity 

1,170 cubic feet free air per minute; and the other a Schram single-

compressor cylinder 14 in. diameter, 24 in. stroke.
 470 

Railway tunnel temporary bridge. 

The temporary bridge over the Ohinemuri has been completed. This will 

admit of the spoil from the tunnel excavation being conveyed across the 

river and there utilised in the formation of the station-grounds, &c”
 471

 

1903 West portal rail bridge completed.
 472

 

1904 Eastern portal railway bridge. Completed end of 1904 or beginning 1905. 

1906 Mackaytown to flag station pedestrian suspension bridge. Completed 

October 1906.
 473 

A large bridge to carry the new Crown Co. water race is erected, of the Platt 

type.
 474

 

1911 Dougherty’s swing bridge (suspension bridge) is built early 1911?
 475

 

1913 Heavy truss bridge constructed connecting the township to Battery Flat. 

Completed January or February. 
476

 

1920 Doherty’s (or Dougherty) Creek bridge. 

The concrete bridge that is being erected over Doherty’s creek is almost 

completed, and will be available for traffic in a few days’ time. This is a 

much needed bridge, and will be greatly appreciated by all and sundry.
477

 

1959 Two suspension bridges for Paeroa municipal water supply pipe were 

installed. One pedestrian bridge also a little downstream from Dickey’s Flat. 

1985 New pedestrian bridge atop the rail/road bridge at Western portal. 

New suspension bridge over Waitawheta River, between Dubbo battery and 

Woodstock battery remains. 

2020? New suspension bridge at Karangahake Reserve installed by the 

Department of Conservation. 

2021 Replacement suspension bridge for Crown tramway walkway installed by 

the Department of Conservation. 
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Replacement suspension bridge below Dickey’s Flat. 

Woodstock battery site 
 

1884 Late April. Sir Walter Scott.—The shoot, tramway, &c, connecting this 

mine with the Hauraki Co.'s battery is rapidly approaching completion.
478

 

Before August. Ivanhoe G. M. C. construct a tramway at a cost of about 

£600, on true left bank of Ohinemuri River.
 479

 

1885 12 September. First (natural) dam on Ohinemuri for Woodstock/La Monte 

furnace, includes flume over Waitawheta.
480

 

The earliest images of Karangahake are published: Pictorial Christmas 

Supplement to the New Zealand Herald, December 1885.
481

 

1889 13 February. Cox’s 4 stamp battery and pan plant started, erected and 

managed by John McCombie, Ivanhoe and Truro Co.'s claims.
482

 

Water power taken from Woodstock Furnace race on the Ohinemuri. 

1892 March. Fire near McCombie’s battery.
 483

 

May. Crown water race flume constructed.
 484

 

1893 June/July. Ivanhoe and Truro mines and plant is purchased by Woodstock 

Co.
 485

 

1894 August. Woodstock to erect 10 stamp mill.
 486

 

November. Woodstock firewood wire tram, and kiln constructed.
 487

 

1895 February. Woodstock water balance and ore kiln installed.
 488

 

11 February. Woodstock ten stamp battery starts.
 489

 

December. Preparations for 30 extra stampers for Woodstock.
 490

 

1896 February. Woodstock. Three kilns are in course of construction. These will 

each hold about 150 tons of ore, and they will all be placed on the hill-side 

above the mill, so that the ore will pass right down through the plant by 

gravitation.
 491

 

March. Woodstock erecting suspension bridge over Ohinemuri for 

machinery for battery. New 40 stamp battery to be erected.
 492

 

May. Woodstock connect No. 5 level [river level, becomes underground 

pumphouse area] tramway with Crown tramway, and also intend to run an 

aerial tramway from No. 1 level to a hopper above the level of the kiln 

site.
493

 

Woodstock to test wet crushing.
 494

 

1897 January. Woodstock battery install Samson-Leffel turbine water-wheel (ie 

they do away with the pelton wheels.
 495

 

March. Woodstock Gold Mining Company's battery started crushing with 

the new 40-head.
 496

 

1898 May. Mr. J. McCombie, leaves Woodstock Co., Mr. Rich replaces
497

 

August. Woodstock to install six Union vanners.
 498

 

Woodstock retire water-balance.
 499 

Battery converted to wet crushing.
 500

 

1899 17 March. The Woodstock Company are pushing ahead with the alterations 

to the battery, so that when the new five 6ft vanners arrive from America, 

everything will be ready for their installation. These additional vanners will 

materially assist in the treatment of a larger tonnage of ore.
 501 

9 May. All the new vanners have now been installed, so that in future the 

return of bullion should show an increase.
502

 

1900 March. Woodstock constructing new dam on Ohinemuri River. This will be 
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a wooden structure, a little upstream from the later eastern rail tunnel 

portal.
503

 

July. Woodstock battery are to add an air compressor and steam plant.
 504

 

August. Woodstock new dam, 3ft 9in pipeline and Warren Truss bridge 

across the Ohinemuri River completed. The Pelton wheel to be installed is 

11 ft. 2 in. in diameter over all, and is to drive the air-compressors and 

battery during the greater part of the year. A new tail-race 69 ft. long under 

the mill, and below the old tail-race, has been driven and timbered so as to 

gain the utmost pressure-head. The old bridge across the Waitawheta 

Stream removed, a new and more substantial bridge built, going direct to 

the battery ore-hopper, 180ft long.
505

 

1901 A new and more substantial bridge going direct to the battery ore-hopper 

has now been almost completed. This bridge is 180 ft. long over all. It is 

designed for the transmission of horse and train of trucks as they come from 

the mine, and will carry such a distributed load aggregating 10 tons.
 506 

Two compressors installed. one an Ingersoll-Sergeant compound, rope-

driven, low-pressure cylinder 24 1/4 in. diameter, high-pressure cylinder 15 

1/4 in. diameter, 18 in. stroke, ordinary capacity 1,170 cubic feet free air per 

minute; and the other a Schram single-compressor cylinder 14 in. diameter, 

24 in. stroke.
 507

 

Kauri tree beside battery dies 

1902 A new steam plant has been installed as an auxiliary to the water-power 

during the dry season of the year. This plant consists of two 150-horse-

power Elephant boilers and a 250--horse-power Corliss engine. These have 

been set up at the mill, and are so arranged that either the mill or 

compressors, or both, may be driven by either steam or water, or, if need be, 

both steam and water power can be coupled together. 508 

1904 June. Talisman buy Woodstock for £7000
509

 

1906 Talisman: a new Ingersoll Sergeant compound air-compressor has been 

installed at the Woodstock Battery.
510

 

1910 30 March. Flood! Biggest on record.
511

 Water rushed through the railway 

tunnel.
512

 Talisman water race pipe crumpled and twisted
513

. Old 

Woodstock battery damaged.
514

 

15 September. Old Woodstock battery destroyed by fire. The plant 

destroyed included three air compressors and two steam engines.
515

 

1911 2 February 

AT KARANGAHAKE. 

TALISMAN CONSOLIDATED. 

…The work of reinstating the plant lost in the Woodstock mill fire was 

completed some weeks ago.
 516

 

September AWN image shows the main building housing the compressors 

has been rebuilt, but not the ancillary buildings. 

1912 AWN image shows the ancillary buildings have been completed. 

1915 27 January. TALISMAN CONSOLIDATED. 

Owing to shortage of water in the Ohinemuri River have had but little 

power from the Woodstock air compressor. This has stopped shaft sinking 

for the last fortnight.
517
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Crown battery site 
The original plant was at the old Railey’s site, some distance up the Waitawheta 

gorge. Cyaniding was first established there. The new battery, sited well below 

Battery Flat on the Ohinemuri, would be cyaniding from the start. Dry crushing 

before changing to wet crushing. 

1891 August. McGruer gets go-ahead to erect new Crown plant.
 518

 

The new works will consist at first of 20 head dry stampers (provision being 

made for 40 eventually) and the appurtenances of the Cassel Company's 

process. This will mean an immediate expenditure of about £10,000, 

exclusive of the road which will have to be made, which will cost another 

£1200.
 519 

[Tramway from river level adit to battery. The section beside the 

Waitawheta we now call the Crown tramway] 

Contractors for excavating the battery site make good progress.
 520

 

1892 May. Crown Company: the water for the race is taken from the Ohinemuri 

River, and carried 85 chains [1708m] in the ordinary fluming to the plant. It 

will be a very complete and capable race, and has taken over 180,000 ft. of 

kauri timber in construction. The tramway is 80 chains [1609m] in length, 

running from the Crown Mine to the site of their reduction-works, and has 

been a difficult and trying undertaking, a great deal of the cutting being the 

face of the Waitawheta Gorge cliff…
521

 

August. Crown battery at Railey’s site stops.
 522

 

The tramway leading from the mine to the new mill site is completed.
 523 

[from Battery Flat this tramway slopes up to the top of the new battery] 

1893 30 May. New Crown battery starts.
 524

 

October. Electric light is now being used in the Crown Company's ore 

reduction works.
 525

 

1894 27 July. Flood and slip destroy Crown water race.
 526 

November. Talisman carting ore to Crown battery for treatment.
 527 528 

Argy bargy results. 

1895 February. Mr. Hutchinson has the management of the plant and machinery, 

and Mr. Napier, the well-known cyanide expert, has charge of the Cassel 

process and assay department.
 529 

August. Two percolating vats erected to re-treat the accumulating tailings.
 

530 

December. Mr Daw to superintend the Crown.
 531

 

1896 February. Additions underway at battery.
 532

 

September. Crown battery has 40 stamps at work.
 533 

A new electric lighting plant erected at the battery.
 534

 

1897 March. Crown works to be converted from dry to wet crushing plant.
535

 

July. Crown battery has 20 stamps running wet.
 536

 

September. Crown battery 40 stamps wholly running wet.
 537

 

December. Crown low grade ore made to pay by wet process.
 538 

…the whole plant was converted from dry to wet crushing. Additions were 

at once made to the battery in the shape of 13 new steel percolation tanks 

and five large steel sump tanks, at a cost of £2000. Now, with a view to still 

further increasing the battery power, foundations are being laid for another 

40 head of stampers, thus making 80 head in all.
 539

 

1898 August. Crown battery start extra 20 head stamps, now 60.
 540

 [the battery 

will never be enlarged to 80] 

1899 December. Crown Company are to construct a new tramway to the battery, 
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on the level (our current walking track).
 541

 

The trucks of quartz are hoisted up an incline tramway on the outside of the 

crushing plant up to the rock-breaker with an engine erected near the bottom 

of the incline.
 542

 

1900 February. New (level) tramway to Crown battery complete (current 

walkway). Hoisting apparatus being installed beside battery (an incline 

tram), to lift ore from new tramway to top of battery. Will be run by pelton 

wheels.
 543 

[the concrete foundations beside the walkway maybe belong to 

these pelton wheels] 

Crown Company. Erecting an engine at the battery to supplement water 

power 
544

 [this is the boiler and engine at the back of the battery]. 

1901 July. Large slip blocks tramway and carries away water race.
 545 

September. Installation of a powerful steam plant at the back of the battery 

under way. Two large Babcock boilers, 180 h.p. steam engine.
 546

 

1902 December. The new steam plant at the battery is working well.
547

 

1905 March. The battery is at present only working one shift per day. 
548

 

1907 July. New (replacement) water race being constructed. New electrical plant 

at the battery is proposed.
 549 

The battery has been run on steam.
 550

 

1908 December. Commenced the power station, and excavated for the turbine 

site.
 551 

For the first time for over 25 years mining and milling operations in the 

New Zealand Crown mines at Karangahake have been suspended. At the 

earliest work is not likely to be resumed for several months, during which 

the new electrical pumping plant for unwatering the mine to a greater depth 

will be installed… 

Part of the new plant, which in all cost from £12,000 to £13,000 in England, 

is on the ground, and the estimated cost of the water-race now in course of 

construction is £6000.
 552 

1909 February. The concrete foundations for a powerful electrical plant are now 

being prepared at the Crown mine. The site is on the banks of the 

Ohinemuri river.
553

 

August. The power station near the company's reduction works is 

finished.
554

 

The machinery was started on the 10th July, and worked without the 

slightest hitch.
 555

 

1915 Crown mine closes
556

 

1917 Powerhouse sold to Gisborne Borough Council
557

 

1919 Crown Quarry granted by Warden
558

 

1927 New Zealand Crown Mines, Karangahake. —The area held by this 

company was forfeited by the Warden early in July559 

 

Talisman battery site 
Of the three big companies mining at Karangahake, the Talisman were the last to 

install a battery. 

1895 Late February. Talisman battery erection underway (10 stamps).
 560

 

November. Talisman battery completed, but not working.
561

 

1896 Talisman. A self-acting aerial tramway and hoppers has been erected, 

connecting the No. 4 level with the battery, a distance of fully 3000 feet. A 
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substantial iron water-race has been erected to bring in the water. A contract 

has been let to cut and deliver 2000 tons of firewood to dry the ore.
 562

 

September. Talisman Company to erect Howe Truss bridge across the 

Waitawheta River, to connect battery with Special site.
 563

 

October. The Talisman put in one kiln, add 10 head stamps
564

 

November. Electric lighting for all three batteries.
 565

 Windows tunnel 

created.
 566

 

November. Talisman Company to erect at Karangahake mine an additional 

10 stampers [as above] of the latest design, being double mortar 

discharging. In addition to this six cyanide vats are to be constructed. Mr 

Lloyd is also to erect a revolving ore driver [dryer]. This will bring the 

crushing power at this mine up to 20 head, and as the new stampers will be 

1080lb weight each, a large quantity of ore should be put through.
567

 

From April to September, 1896, 285 tons of quartz was crushed
568

 

1897 March. Talisman using old kiln as an ore hopper (or paddock).
 569

 

April. A 4-inch diameter [4 foot?] pipe line has been put in from the 

Talisman dam, and also two Victor turbines, capable of developing 120 

horse-power effective. There will be also an electric light installation. A 

revolving air dryer is being substituted for the kilns; this is now ready for 

running, and will mean considerable economy, and probably a better 

extraction.
 570

 

16 June. Talisman new 20 stamper underway, Howe Truss bridge connects 

to special site (vat house). Ore drier in use, instead of the in-ground kiln.
 571

 

1898 January. Trial of Krupp ball mill.
 572

 

November. Talisman battery install 80 horse-power engine and boiler.
 573

 

The milling machinery consists of two stone-breakers, twenty head of 

stamps, one Krupp ball-mill, six berdans, and fourteen vats (of 18 ft. and 22 

ft. diameter), and also a revolving drying-furnace, with a capacity of 40 tons 

a day… 

and the ore is delivered at a small cost, being conveyed in buckets down a 

wire-tramway direct from the mine to the mill.
 574

 

1899 January. The Talisman Company propose to take over of the Talisman 

Extended Gold Mining Company's property, which consists of a special 

claim and battery site 
575

 

April. Aerial cableway breaks 
576

 

December. The proposed amalgamation with the Talisman Extended, Royal 

Mail, and Victor-Waihou is regarded with favour here, as it would not only 

add another area full of promise to the present acreage, but would also 

provide an additional battery site.
 577

 

1900 April. New Zealand Talisman Gold Mining Company amalgamate with 

Talisman Consolidated Company (Royal Mail, the Crown Extended, the 

Victor, and Waihou 
578

).
 579

 

May. Talisman to erect new battery (along side present mill 
580

).
 581

 

August. Talisman No. 8 level to be driven, about 200 ft below the No. 7. It 

will be the main outlet for the mine, as all the ore from the upper workings 

will be concentrated there, and sent on to the battery, one length of aerial 

tramline being sufficient to land the ore at the battery.
 582

 

1901 February. Crushing operations in the old mill were stopped on February 

16… a final clean-up of the plant was completed on March 18.
 583

 

July 31. New battery underway, 50 stamps, crushing wet.
 584
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December. "The bullion returns since the commencement of crushing 

operations at the new mill have been very disappointing so far".
585

 

1902 May. the Talisman has temporarily suspended milling, pending erection of 

electrically powered air compressor at the mine.
 586

 

October. Mill will resume crushing operations on the 20th of the present 

month…past six months, during which time the mill has been closed 

down… underground haulage to No. 8 level will be resorted to and a large 

hoisting plant is now being erected in that working, and an incline shaft 

proceeded with. 
 587

 

1904 June. Talisman buy Woodstock for £7000.
 588

 

1906 New air compressor ordered for old Woodstock battery. 
589

 
590

 

1907 Additional installations are being made to the power and treatment plant. 591
 

1908 August. Lower levels of mine flooded.
 592

 

October. The new power plant will be in readiness to commence operations 

in a month from now.
 593

 

November. The installation of the new air-compressor plant at the Talisman 

mine is now completed.
 594 

This may be at the powerhouse.
 

AJHR. A Riedler compressor with a capacity of 3,100 cub. ft. of free air per 

minute has been erected during the year, also four Babcock and Wilcox 

boilers and a 100-kilowatt generator, to supply power to the mine. 595 

This at the powerhouse. 

1909 AJHR. At the battery a new 500-horse power Fraser and Chalmers' 

compound engine has been erected. A new surface condensing plant for 

main engine and auxiliaries has also been installed. Additional boilers will 

be installed at the power plant during the next year. 

The following additions have been made to the treatment plant: Complete 

new assay office with latest appliances; new smelting-room, with tilting, 

oxidising, and bullion furnaces; slag reduction plant and prospecting 

stamps: new slimes, Spitzkasten’s; eight new pneumatic slime-agitators, 

each 30 ft. by 8 ft.; one new slime-dewateriser; three tube mills, each 4 ft. 

by 12 ft., on the Abbe roller principle; also five classifiers and two sand-

elevators.
 596

 

1910 April. Flood damages old Woodstock battery.
 597

 

August. At the reduction works, three new tube mills and eight pneumatic 

slimes agitators have been installed, and further additions have been 

contemplated.
598

 

15 September. Fire destroys Woodstock battery building. Included three air 

compressors and two steam engines. The new air compressor is situated in 

the other part of the plant (powerhouse), and by means of this the water in 

the mine was being kept down to-day.
 599

 

1911 3 February. Australasian Institute of Mining Engineers' Conference. The 

mining delegates left Waihi this morning by special train, stopping at 

Karangahake to inspect the Crown and Talisman mines.
600

 

Jarman presents his paper on the Talisman Company operations.
601

 

Three tube mills, two vacuum filter-vats, and two B. and M. agitating-tanks 

have been installed and employed. 

A new Ingersoll-Sergeant [or Rand] air-compressor, with a capacity of 

3,700 cubic feet of free air per minute, will be installed early in 1911[at the 

Powerhouse].
 602

 

1919 Talisman. As the ore reserves had become exhausted, milling operations 
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were suspended last [this October] October, and will not be again 

commenced unless the development work undertaken by the company 

justifies resumption.
603

 

1920 16 December. In view of the unsatisfactory nature of development work 

carried on up to the present the directors of the Talisman Consolidated, 

Limited, have decided, with a view to curtailing expenses under these 

circumstances, that the mine shall be closed down as soon as the material in 

the underground workings can be withdrawn.
604

 

1926 8 January. The Talisman Dam. Demolition by Dynamite. Water Released 

Safely. 

After functioning for nearly twenty years the Talisman dam, situated in the 

Karangahake Gorge across the Ohinemuri River, was freed by Mr E. Shaw, 

Ohinemuri county engineer, and his staff on Wednesday… 

Much valuable timber will be taken from the dam when it drains 

sufficiently. This has been purchased by the county council, and will be 

useful for bridge repair work.
605

 

1937 7 June. Talisman Dubbo Gold Mines Ltd. Start on erecting their own mill at 

old Talisman powerhouse site.
606

 

 

Crown River Level adit 
Location: NZ Mercator. 1841326, 5854020. 

1890 April. Crown (Karangahake).—The new find on the river level promises 

extremely well, as gold is showing freely. Mr McGruer has the majority of 

the staff there. The level is seven hundred feet below Captain Coward's.
607

 

May. Crown: A start has been made connect the new find with the reduction 

works. This will be done by means of a ground tramway of about 20 chains, 

utilising the old Monastry line (which property the Crown Company have 

recently purchased). The ore will then be sent on to the stone-breaker floor 

by means of a hoist similar to that now being used for hoisting the ground 

ore to the Cassel Company’s works.
608

 

25 June. In the Crown mine (Karangahake) Mr McGruer has finished a 

connection between the new Waitawheta reef and the mill.
609

 

1892 August. The tramway leading from the mine to the new mill site (the 

Waitawheta Road) is completed.
 610

 

1894 March. Compressor at old Crown battery site working.
 611 

Therefore an air pipe will enter the adit. 

1898 Early. The new air compressing plant in the “Crown Stope” started.
 612

 

1899 Early. The manager has altered the names of the levels, in order to save 

confusion. The No. 6 level in future will be known as the Waitawheta 

tunnel.
613

 

1901 March. A splendid pump has been installed. The machinery for pumping 

and winding is such that almost every contingency is guarded against.
 614

 

This is all run by compressed air. 

The whole of the company's underground machinery is now worked by a 

powerful air-compressor, and it is doubtful if a more complete and up-to-

date plant is to be found on the Australasian goldfields.
 615

 

1903 July. Consequent upon the continued lowlevel exploitations and the opening 

up of new blocks, it was found that the demand upon the motive power was 

too great to keep all the plant—such as pneumatic engines, Cameron 
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pumps, and rock-drills— working continuously, and so the management 

decided to augment the power by an auxiliary steam plant. A large Babcock 

boiler was therefore installed at the mine. Provision has also been made in 

the boilerhouse for another boiler, which will probably be erected shortly.
616

 

This is the concrete pillbox perched on the cliff beside the Waitawheta 

entrance to the mine. 

 

Woodstock No. 5 Level adit 

 

1892 Crown Company construct tramway from their No. 6 level (river level) to 

their new battery.
617

 This extends the old Woodstock tramway. 

1895 Woodstock No. 5 level commenced.
 618

 

1896 At the mouth of the crosscut [No. 5 level] an ore paddock has been cut out 

of the rock large enough to hold 50 or 60 tons of quartz, and emptying into 

the trucks on the tramline below. This tramline runs round the hill and joins 

the Crown tramway, after 290 feet of excavating and 100 ft of tunnelling.
 619

 

Woodstock connect No. 5 level tramway with Crown tramway 

1900 3 August 

The management of the Woodstock Gold Mining Company have accepted a 

tender for excavating a shaft chamber at No. 5 level, and the work is to 

proceed at once. The location of the shaft will be about 150 ft in from the 

mouth of No. 5 level, and at a point about 100 ft to the west of the lode…
620

 

26 October 

At the Woodstock Gold Mining Company's mine… The shaft chamber at 

the No. 5 level is now finished, and the poppet legs are being erected. As 

soon as this work and the necessary timbering is completed sinking the new 

shaft will be commenced. 
621

 

Shaft chamber excavated and completed45½ft. long by 37½ft. wide, and 40 

ft. high.
 622

 

1901 Compressed air piped to No. 5 level from compressors in the Woodstock 

battery.
 623

 

1904 Talisman buy Woodstock for £7000. 

The Woodstock No.5 level and shaft retain their names under Talisman 

ownership. 

1909 Talisman start cutting out a large chamber in the immediate vicinity of the 

Woodstock shaft. This chamber will be 100 feet in length, by 30 feet in 

width, and 35 feet high. It will be occupied by a powerful winding and 

pumping plant.
 624

 

1910 Chamber completed at the Woodstock No.5 level 

A chamber at the Woodstock, 110 ft. by 30 ft. by 25 ft. has been cut out and 

timbered. In this chamber will be installed the pumping-machinery that will 

ultimately drain the whole of the mine.
 625

 

1911 The Woodstock shaft has been sunk 20 ft., and the first set of Cornish 

pump-workings is now practically in place. The boilers and engine for 

actuating the new pump are erected, and practically ready for work. 
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A new change-house, 30 ft. by 70 ft., has been erected at the mouth of the 

Woodstock No. 5 level, and will be equipped with hot and cold shower-

baths and steam-heat for drying clothes. 
626
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Karangahake Research Summaries 

Summary 1875 

Ohinemuri opened to mining with stampede from Mackaytown on March 3rd. 

Karangahake Spur is the centre of attention. 

The Karangahake Company purchase Somerville's six stamper battery from Karaka 

Thames
627

. It is brought to Battery Flat, at foot of Karangahake Spur. Clarkson’s 

Battery of twelve heads, from Shellback Creek north Thames, is also purchased, to be 

added to the smaller plant.
 628

 

Construction of this battery, dam and water race was not completed until mid 1876. 

“On the road (track) from Paeroa to Mackaytown a deviation over the hill 

(subsequently known as Turner's Hill) was formed in 1875 by a section of the army 

under the command of Captain Turner.”
 629

 

Summary 1876 

The battery of 16 stamps is erected, and operational mid July. It appears that purchase 

and construction of the battery was financed by Messrs. Stewart, Darrow and Co. It 

was subsequently valued at £3,000. 

A dam is constructed on the Waitawheta River, and a water race (wooden flume of 

518m or 549m) erected on the true right bank, crossing the river on a trestle bridge at 

the confluence with the Ohinemuri River, and thence to the battery on Battery Flat. 

The battery, powered by a turbine, used amalgamated mercury plates to recover the 

gold from the crushed ore (the “ordinary battery process”). 

June 24. Karangahake Battery “started”
630

, but no date for the official opening of the 

battery, but on or before July 19? 

Descriptions of the dam and water race strongly suggest the dam is at the location of 

the later Talisman dam. 

Ore from the mine takes a convoluted route to the battery. “the stone tipped down the 

pass to hopper on bottom level, from thence it is trucked to the shoot and hopper, now 

being erected. From this point the stone will have to be sleighed down hill a short 

distance, and re-tipped to shoot and hopper No. 2, where it is again trucked and shot 

into the battery”
 631

. No evidence of this route has been found. 

Poor returns from the first crushings caused the battery to be shut down. “for although 

the stone undoubtedly contains gold in payable quantities, it cannot, in consequence 

of some mineral with which it is mixed and which prevents its amalgamation with 

mercury, be saved by the ordinary battery process”.
 632

 

Summary 1877 

Early in the year the Mining Inspector is forfeiting claims for non-working.
 633

 

The Karangahake mine is placed on tribute (Coutts and party). The population 

declines considerably. 

There is a half-time school at this place; the attendance about 16.
634
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Summary 1878 

The Tributers in the Karangahake mine are now crushing, and expect a 

payable return. The labour of conveying quartz to the mill is considerable, 

and, of course, adds to the cost of crushing.
 635

 

A large amount of surface prospecting has been done at Rotokohu.
 636

 

The Ohinemuri Prospecting Association has prospecting parties out in the field.
 637

 

Summary 1879 

Karangahake Claim declared forfeit by the Mining Inspector.
 638

 

Summary 1880 

The opening day of the Te Aroha goldfield: 25 November 1880.
639

 

Summary 1881 

Renewed interest in Karangahake. Selling the battery is entertained.
640

 

The battery did not leave Karangahake. 

Summary 1882 

Renewed interest, with ground being taken up for mining. 

The prospectors, Messrs McCombie and Liddell, have stone they consider will go 

fully 4ozs to the ton, and the reef, I am informed, is 5 feet in thickness.
 641

 

The prospectors, Messrs McCombie and Liddell find promising ground. Establish the 

Hauraki Company and thus the Hauraki, or Prospector’s, Claim. 

29 April. The Hauraki (John McCombie and Daldy Mc Williams), Hauraki No.2 

(Hugh Roberts Jones and Robert Noble), and Maria (Jackson, for Francis Angus 

White, Adam Porter, John McCombie, and Daldy Mc Williams ) claims applied for.
 

642
 

In August the Hauraki Company purchase the Karangahake Battery, ie it is now the 

Hauraki Battery. The battery is renovated, though still using amalgamated plates. 

A tramway is in course of erection from the battery to the foot of the range, a 

distance of some 330 yards [302m ]. This will be connected with the Hauraki 

mine by a wire tramway [the first at Karangahake].
 643 

The tramway is along the Waitawheta, true left bank (the lowest section of what we 

now call the Crown track). 

The water race, on true right bank of the Waitawheta, is being repaired/replaced. 

It is finally acknowledged that the ore is rich, sometimes very rich, in silver, a metal 

largely ignored to date, and also very poorly captured by the battery. 

Access and transport are very difficult in the rugged terrain. The Thames County 

Council begin constructing the County Road up on to the side of Karangahake 

mountain. It is subsidized by Government.
 644

 

Claims have now extended to both sides of the Waitawheta, ie on Taukani Ridge as 

well.
 645

 

Summary 1883 

Work is slow on tramway and water race. The tramway will have wooden rails. The 

aerial section needed reworking. This is the first aerial cableway at Karangahake. 

There will be many more. 
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A great flood caused damage to water race and tramway.
 646

 

In addition to the Hauraki mine, other mines on the Karangahake Spur are prospecting 

and opening up their ground, anxiously awaiting the result of the first crushing from 

the “Hauraki.”
647

 

21 April. A road is being surveyed round the bluff to connect with the battery [Is this 

Scotchman’s Gully?].
648

 

August. Hauraki G.M.Co. tramway and cableway operational. This is the first section 

of tramway to be built on the true left bank of the Waitawheta River. It is the start of 

the present day Crown Track. 

After 15 months, a trial of the Hauraki Company's battery is made at the end of 

August.
 649

 

The Ivanhoe mine has a small parcel of ore processed at the battery, and intend to 

make a connection to the battery. 

The Tramway Hotel is established at the end of the year, opening Christmas 1883, Alf 

Shepherd proprietor. Licence transferred from Tramway Hotel Waitekauri
650

 

The County Road has achieved about two and a half miles, and it appears to include 

Scotsman’s Gully. The road is being extended towards Te Aroha. 

“At Rotokohu, on the Karangahake Range, a find has recently been made that may yet 

prove both important and valuable.”
 651

 

Summary 1884 

Ivanhoe on the Ohinemuri side of Taukani, Sir Walter Scott on Waitawheta side of 

Taukani, with Argentine near the confluence of the two rivers. The Karangahake 

above the Waitawheta true left bank, on the Karangahake Spur, with the Hauraki 

south of them. On the eastern side of the Plum Pudding (or Woodstock Blow) is 

Woodstock. 

In August 1882 work starts to construct a ground tramway on the true left bank of the 

Waitawheta River from the Hauraki Battery, and from the end of this a cableway up 

to the Hauraki workings. This ground tramway is the start of the Crown walking track 

of today. By end August 1883 this is operational. 

The County Road, and maybe Scotsman’s Gully, are constructed. 

By early May 1884 Sir Walter Scott have a chute and tramway on the Waitawheta 

side of Taukani Ridge. July 1884 the Ivanhoe Company intend erecting a cableway, 

but may already have a chute and ground tramway, on the Ohinemuri side of Taukani.
 

652
 

Before August. Ivanhoe G. M. C. construct a tramway at a cost of about £600, on true 

left bank of Ohinemuri River.
 653 

September. Crown Gold-mining fix a windlas [windlass] and lay skids up to the road, 

to be able to take ore to the battery.
654

 

The Woodstock Company are operating on, or to the east of, the Woodstock Blow 

(Plum Pudding). In 1885 they will construct connections with the Hauraki wire tram, 

and hence to Battery Flat where they will commence construction of the La Monte 

furnace (opening in late 1885). 

A bridge over the Ohinemuri River is proposed, it is completed mid 1885. 

Tests as high as 800oz. of silver to the ton have been obtained from some ore.
 655

 A 

way to successfully treat this ore is urgently required. 
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This map attempts to show the infrastructure described so far (roughly end 1884). 

Hauraki Battery (was Karangahake battery, same building) showing Hauraki Co. tramway (303m) and 

aerial cableway on true left bank of Waitawheta River, the Sir Walter Scott tramways and chutes on the 

true right bank, and the Ivanhoe tramway and cableway on the true left bank of the Ohinemuri River. 

The Sir Walter Scott tramway is shown here, as it appears to be shown in the 1885 lithograph image, 

on top of the water race. Or maybe it is beside the flume? 

The positioning of the Ivanhoe aerial cableway (244m), the Sir Walter Scott infrastructure and Hauraki 

aerial cable and tramway connection are all uncertain. 

Summary 1885 

Early in the year the Hauraki battery has been overhauled again, and in “first class 

working order”. Dam and water race also.
 656

 

A sample of Woodstock ore assayed at 460ozs silver per ton.
 657

 

In May, Woodstock are constructing a tramway to connect with the Hauraki aerial 

tramway (cableway). 

Quartz from the Ivanhoe, Woodstock, Crown (Karangahake), and Moa mines (Te 

Aroha) will be tested by the furnace process at Sydney. It is said to be much richer in 

Images in document/Karangahake Hauraki Ivanhoe infrastructure 1884.png
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silver than in gold, and the silver cannot be saved by any of the processes at 

Karangahake. 

In early June, “the proprietors of the Sutro claim, Karangahake, have erected a Baxter 

stone-crusher, Mackay amalgamating paw [pan], and a settler in connection with the 

Hauraki battery, and by these means they expect to save 20 per cent. more gold and 

silver than is extracted by the ordinary crushing process.”
658

 

Also: “The proprietors of the Woodstock claim, Karangahake, have lost no time in 

setting in motion the arrangements for the erection of the LaMonte smelting furnace.” 

It will be built on the flat near the Hauraki Company’s battery, and a water race will 

be constructed on the true left bank of the Ohinemuri River to power the blast fan. 

“Mr Davis, who has undertaken the erection of the plant, receives one-half the 

ownership of the mine, and in the event of the venture proving successful, his 

expenditure of £4000 will be recouped from the profits, he, however, accepting the 

full risk of failure.”
 659

 

Also in June Butler’s Mackaytown-Owharoa road deviation is completed, though the 

contractor made a loss.
 660

 

And the Karangahake suspension bridge over the Ohinemuri River is completed. The 

bridge is for foot and horse traffic; no vehicles!
 661

 

Mr. La Monte, of California, asserts that he can save by means of furnaces, 90 per 

cent. of the bank assay. “He took samples from various mines, tested them, and was 

satisfied that they were rich enough to pay for treatment. His smelting process is 

dearer than our present gold-saving appliances—crushing mills—the difference being, 

say, 10s against 30s or £2, but it is urged that the increase of cost will be much more 

than compensated by the extra gold saved.”
 662

 

“Three hundred tons of machinery, &c., in connection with Mr R. K Davis' furnace, is 

to be carted from Paeroa to Karangahake.”
 663

 

The Talisman Gold Mining Company, Limited is formed late July.
 664

 

The Ivanhoe have completed their aerial tramway.
 665

 

In August the steep self-acting incline connecting the County road with the furnace 

site nears completion (400ft or 122 m). This to facilitate the movement of building 

materials and supplies to the working furnace.
 666

 

The Ivanhoe Company purchase the Hauraki Battery (ex Karangahake Battery), hence 

it becomes known as the Ivanhoe Battery.
 667

 

Alexander Hogg opens his store beside the hotel.
 668

 

12 September. First (natural) dam and water race on Ohinemuri for Woodstock/La 

Monte furnace, includes flume over Waitawheta. Self-acting incline behind Battery 

Flat to County Road. Tramway on true left bank Waitawheta, plus aerial tramway to 

Plum Pudding/Woodstock Blow.
669

 

A new road is constructed from Mackaytown to Karangahake. This by cutting back 

the bluff (at the present railway tunnel portal), and connects with the new suspension 

bridge to battery flat. Battery Flat is still spoken of as the old township of 

Karangahake. 

“A new township, named Silverton, has been laid off by the Government on the north 

side of the Ohinemuri River, just below the suspension bridge, and a number of 

business and residence sites have been taken up.”
670

 The name Silverton was soon 

replaced by Karangahake. 

Ohinemuri County proclaimed 1 October 1885.
 671
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November: “The motive power will be water, of which there in an ample supply in the 

Ohinemuri River, the motor being a Pelton wheel, already in position. From the dam, 

built in the creek, the water will be led to opposite the furnace by fluming, 42 chains 

[845 m] in length, 18 [362 m] chains of which are on trestles, in one place there being 

a span of 90 feet [27 m]. Where the fluming ends 20-inch wrought iron pipes convey 

the water into the furnace. 

“As the Woodstock claim is a considerable height above the creek and from the 

furnace, a wire tramway, 1000 ft [305 m] in length, conveys the ore to a horse 

tramway, 27 chains [543 m] long, laid to the battery. As there is a road from Paeroa 

on the hill near the furnace, a self-acting tramway extending from the top to near the 

battery, about 400 feet [122 m], serves admirably for delivering coke, timber, and 

other requisites at the furnace.”
 672

 

The La Monte furnace is a water-jacketed furnace. 

23 November. “Karangahake visited by Staff of Goldfields School of Mines. 

Professor Black, Fenton, Goodlet on the 23
rd

, Montgomery on the 26
th

.”
673

 

28 November. “Woodstock.—The water race, horse grade, and aerial sections of the 

tramway are now complete, and all hands are engaged in the work of constructing the 

hoppers, which will be made capable of holding a large tonnage of quartz.
674

 

The Sir Walter Scott ore chute is still in operation. 

The Thames La Monte furnace is started in December. At Karangahake it had its first 

and only run in late August 1886; three and a-half days, 28 tons of quartz. (see entry 

for 6 and 24 September 1886 for full details) 

Karangahake Post Office opens during 1885. 

The earliest images of Karangahake are published: Pictorial Christmas Supplement to 

the New Zealand Herald, December 1885.
 675

 

Summary 1886 

March. The current mines: Woodstock, Kenilworth, Crown, Welcome, Sutro, 

Diamond, Rose, Adeline, Dubbo, Imperial.
 676

 

1886 New Zealand Census: County Ohinemuri. 

Karangahake Riding: 290 persons, 196 Males, 94 Females.
 677

 

April. Mr Railey arrives, accompanied by a staff of men who are to be employed in 

the work of erecting new quartz-reducing machinery.
678

 

May. Work started on Railey’s battery and dam.
679

 This is the Karangahake Quartz 

Reduction and Mining Co. Limited. Usually shorthanded to Railey’s Battery. 

June. “The Tarawera eruption was visible from the top of the ranges in Ohinemuri, 

and dust and ashes were falling freely subsequently, as far as Te Aroha and 

Karangahake.”
680

 

June. Mr J. H. Walsh transfers his publican's license, from Owharoa to Karangahake, 

will start building the Karangahake Hotel, on the newly constructed County Road, 

from Butler's Road to the Suspension bridge, on the Western [eastern] bank of the 

river.
681

 

The new road from Butler's deviation to the Karangahake bridge is now finished.
682

 

September. La Monte Furnace started
683

 

October. Karangahake Hotel opens; JH Wash proprietor. “This Hotel is most 

conveniently situated on the east bank of the Ohinemuri River, at the termination of 
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the direct road from Paeroa, adjoining the Suspension Bridge; and is within easy reach 

of all the leading Mines, and Quartz Reduction Works.”
 684

 

15 November. Railey’s Battery starts.
 685

 

Monastery Gold-mining License 

The present owners saw an opportunity of profitably working the mine when they 

learned of the position that Mr Railey had fixed on for the erection of his reduction 

plant which is situated about 7 chains [141m] higher up on the opposite side of the 

gorge, and at once started vigorously to work to make the necessary connections 

between their workings and the battery by the construction of tramways, of which 

there are three sections, the first being a self-acting wire-tram-way. This leads into a 

hopper at the head of the ground-tramway, which is 200ft below the working-level. 

The second section is a ground-tramway, which winds round the face of a rocky cliff 

for a distance of 8 chains to a platform constructed opposite the battery. From this 

point another wire-tramway is connected with the battery-machinery to haul the 

trucks across the river. The whole of these connections are now completed and 

working satisfactorily.
686

 

Summary 1887 

February. “Tenders for clearing the line of tramway to the new mill were opened to-

day by the chairman of the county council… The mill [Railey’s] is now at work on 

Woodstock dirt. This will be followed by Monastery, Rose, Diamond, Dubbo, 

Leamington, and other claims crushing, each of which may be relieved on as likely to 

give A1 returns.”
687

 

Fire. “Karangahake. Serious bush fires have been raging here all day Sunday, and at 

one time it was feared that a large amount of damage would result to mining property. 

The smithy belonging to the Crown mine was quickly reduced to ashes, and 

considerable difficulty was experienced in saving the fluming on Railey's water race, 

in fact, had it not been for the precautions taken by that gentleman in clearing off all 

inflammable matter around this plant some time since, the whole concern would have 

been consumed yesterday.”
 688

 

March. Ivanhoe. — The owners determined upon renovating their battery plant. 

“Excepting the stampers the present plant will be entirely removed, and a number of 

Railey pans substituted.” 

Woodstock company intends establishing Railey pans in the furnace house very 

shortly.
 689

 

Railey’s battery charges considered much too high.
 690

 

Ore transport to Railey’s very difficult. The incline tramway being built becomes 

politically fraught. 

June. “At Karangahake about one and a half chains of the Woodstock water race 

[Ohinemuri, servicing their furnace house] was carried away by the flood yesterday, 

and the whole of the outbuildings belonging to Tramway Hotel were demolished.”
691

 

1 August. “Woodstock. — Heiteman and party, tributers, have finished the tramway 

connecting their working with the self acting aerial line, which places them in direct 

communication with the Ivanhoe battery.”
692

 

November. Railey’s/County tramway stage one completed.
 693

 

November 3. Isaac Railey has left for the South Island.
 694

 

November 10. Battery advertised for sale.
 695
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December 17. “Mr Alexander Hogg, has taken a lease of Railey's mill, and as soon as 

the repairs to the dam are finished he will commence treating quartz from the 

Monastery mine.”
 696

 

Summary 1888 

In March the Sir Walter Scott, Ivanhoe, and Truro claims were purchased by Mr C. 

Percy Cox, of Canterbury.
697

 John McCombie becomes manager. 

May/June see Alexander Parkes visiting. His furnace would “save 90% of the assay 

value of the bullion”.
 698 

Treatment costs would not exceed £4 per ton. 

In June “Messrs. Parkes and Chambers are about to erect one of their furnaces at 

Karangahake in the old LaMonte furnace house. Tenders are called for carting 200 

tons material from s.s. Kotuku to Karangahake.”
 699 

July. "Mr Chambers's men have completed the demolition of the La Monte water 

jacket furnace, which stood in the Woodstock Company's building, and a start has 

been made to erect one of Mr Parkes's reverberatory smelting furnaces in its place. Mr 

Parkes himself is now residing here for the purpose of superintending the construction 

of his own plant.”
 700 

In August, the sale of Railey plant to Crown is announced.
 701

 The Cassel Company 

are involved. 

October. Parkes' furnace started
702

 

By the end of the year the Parkes furnace is closed down, a failure. 

Summary 1889 

Captain Coward takes charge of the Crown mine in January.
 703

 

February; Ivanhoe and Truro Co.'s battery and pan plant gets underway, 4 head of 

stamps, one pan, and one settler. Pelton wheel 40 h p., the water supply being 

obtained from the Woodstock race. Major owner/shareholder is Mr Percy Cox of 

Christchurch, John McCombie manager.
 704

 

The Crown and Cassel Companies make a start at the old Railey site.
 705

 Lamberton 

Grinding Mills will be used.
 706

 

May; the Crown Co. lease the County tramway.
 707

 

June. “New Plant: A small experimental plant is about to be erected in the Woodstock 

furnace house under the supervision of Mr Napier, the Cassel patent to be the process 

used, with a Lamberton mill for grinding purposes.” “Ivanhoe Battery: The repairs to 

the water-race having been completed, this Battery is again at work on a parcel of 

tailings.”
708

 

In September the Lamberton Mills are used wet, but Cassel plant not finished. 

“Gorge Road: The contractors for this work (Messrs Kelly and Polton), are making 

capital headway, being now within 1½ chains of the bluff.”
 709

 

Also in September the Cassel Company are using the old Woodstock furnace house 

for experimentation.
 710

 

So the first commercial use of the cyanide process is at the Woodstock Furnace 

House. Much easier access here than up at the old Railey’s site. This is well before the 

Cassel/Crown battery. 

During 1889 a new school was built at Karangahake…
711
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Summary 1890 

January. New school at Karangahake
712

 

February. Mr G. A. McGruer takes full charge of the Crown mine, vice Capt. Coward 

returned Home.
713

 

March. Ivanhoe battery sold, to be removed to Puriri. Gone, after 14 years. 

April. Crown has a “new find on the river level, promises extremely well... The level 

is seven hundred feet below Captain Coward's.”
714

 

Crown River level (No.4?) adit established.
 715

 

June. Drying furnace erected Crown battery.
716

 

Crown river level adit (No.4) connected to battery by connecting to the “old Monastry 

line”.
 717

 

August. Land slip at Crown battery.
 718

 

Cassel plant complete.
 719

 

September. Plans underway for new plant downstream from Battery Flat.
 720

 

13 November “Road Works.—The new road to Owharoa from Karangahake is now 

fit for horse traffic, and is an excellent job. It is on the river level, and has cost about 

£1200. Messrs Kelly and Co. have just taken a contract for £83 to cut off certain sharp 

corners. When this is done and the culverts have been perfected, this road will be fit 

for any sort of wheeled or other traffic.”
721

 

CENSUS, 1891.
722

 

Karangahake Riding:- 249 Persons, 138 Males, 111 Females. 

Summary 1891 

January. Talisman claim established.
 723 

Crown Company purchase land from Alfred Shepherd (Shepherd’s Flat) for new 

battery.
 724

 

July. “Crown and Cassell Cos.' interests become identical in Karangahake, the two 

companies having amalgamated so far as regards Karangahake.”
725

 

AJHR 1893. “In Mr. McConnell's (the manager of the Crown Company) report to the 

directors of the company in November last, he states that crushing with the old plant 

commenced towards the end of July, 1891, and was carried on successfully until 

August of the same year, when, during a heavy fresh in the river, part of the dam was 

carried away, and caused operations to be suspended with this plant for some months. 

After repairing the dam they resumed crushing, and, with the exception of a few 

break-downs owing to the dilapidated condition of the plant, they had a continuous 

run for six months up to August, 1892, when the machinery broke down beyond 

repair. Every effort was made to crush as much ore as possible with the old mill, but 

the quantity treated never exceeded 100 tons per month. The total amount of ore 

crushed and treated from the lode in the Waitawheta Gorge was 614 tons, which 

yielded bullion to the value of £8,270, being an average value of £13 9s 4d. per ton, 

and about 94 per cent. of the assay-value was saved.” 
726

 

August. McGruer gets go-ahead to erect new Crown plant.
 727

 

“The new works will consist at first of 20 head dry stampers (provision being made 

for 40 eventually) and the appurtenances of the Cassel Company's process. This will 

mean an immediate expenditure of about £10,000, exclusive of the road which will 

have to be made, which will cost another £1200.”
 728
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The tramway up the Waitawheta gorge is being called the Waitawheta Road.
 729

 

End August. Crown/Cassel dam destroyed.
 730

 

November. Tenders called for construction of tramway through Waitawheta gorge, 

including 30 chains [604 m] of solid rock cutting.
 731

 Also for Ohinemuri water race 

of 1 mile [1609 m]
 732

, and for repair of the Crown dam (ex Railey’s) on the 

Waitawheta River.
 733 

Contractors for excavating the battery site make good progress.
 734

 

Summary 1892 

March. Fire near McCombie’s battery.
 735

 

May. Crown new main level, or River Level, or No.6 Level created; and new tramway 

cut into cliff down Waitawheta river.
736

 Crown water race flume constructed.
 737

 

August. Crown battery at Railey’s site stops.
 738

 

“The tramway leading from the mine to the new mill site is completed.”
 739

 

22 October. The gale of Wednesday and Thursday did a good deal of damage. Messrs 

Brown, of Karangahake, were the greatest sufferers, — the framework of the Crown 

G.M. Co.'s battery, for which they are the contractors, being blown down and their 

footbridge swept away. Damage £200.
740

 

December. Some parcels of rich ore are to be sent to Frieburg, Germany, for 

processing. 
741

 

Summary 1893 

11 March. “The contractors for the erection of the Crown Company's plant seem an 

unfortunate lot, as a large portion of the building was again blown down during the 

late gale at Karangahake.” 
742

 

30 May. New Crown battery starts.
 743

 

June/July. Ivanhoe and Truro mines and plant is purchased by Woodstock Co.
 744

 

October. “Talisman mine at Karangahake has at last been successfully placed upon 

the Glasgow market.”
 745

 

October. Woodstock No. 3 level and cableway established. 
746

 

Electric light is now being used in the Crown Company's ore reduction works.
 747

 This 

is generated at the battery. 
748

 

“Amongst other improvements is a public hall now in course of erection… the money 

requisite to pay for it has already been contributed voluntarily—partly by the 

residents, and partly by Thames, Paeroa, and Auckland business-men.” “Effort will be 

made to obtain an occasional visit from Mr. Park, director Thames School of Mines, 

so as to get the benefit of that gentleman's instruction as a lecturer on geology and 

kindred subjects.”
749

 

November. Crown: tenders called for construction of air compressor site (ex old 

battery site, ex Railey’s) 
750

. “The directors have ordered a complete rock-boring 

plant, including five rock drills.” 
751

 

December. Crown: “preparations are now being made for repairing the water race and 

dam at the site of the old mill, with the object of providing sufficient water to work a 

40 horse-power air compressor, to drive four rock drills for pushing the levels ahead 

with greater speed than is possible by manual labour.”
752
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Summary 1894 

“Above the mine [Crown River Level adit], Riley's [Railey’s] dam has been repaired, 

and the water-race to the old battery site thoroughly renovated for the purpose of 

supplying power for driving a complete rock-drilling plant, which is being erected 

where the battery stood. This plant comprises one forty-horse-power air-compressor 

and four Hornaut [Hirnant] drills. The compressed air for driving the drills will be 

conveyed to the mines, a distance of about 16 chains, by means of 4in. pipes, and 

carried from the main pipe into the drives by pipes of 21/2in. in. diameter.”
 753

 

February. “The Talisman and Bonanza. These are two adjacent holdings of 30 acres 

each, have been amalgamated.” 
754

 

Earl of Glasgow are erecting a five stamp battery. 
755

 

March. Crown erects compressor building at old Crown/Railey’s site; “the rock-

boring plant is now in full operation in the mine” 
756

 This appears to be a very early 

adoption of air drills in the Hauraki area. 

June. Woodstock, No. 3 level tramway and cable, completed early in year: “a double 

aerial line of tramway, which spans the Waitawheta river in order to reach a large 

hopper located near the horsegrade section of tram-line, and 250 feet below the point 

of present operations… easy of access by means of a "siding," where the trucks can be 

filled without interfering with ordinary traffic.”
 757

 

June. Woodstock battery are “pitting” (saving) their tailings. 
758

 

27 July. Flood and slip destroy Crown water race.
 759

 

August. Woodstock to erect 10 stamp mill.
 760 

The Earl of Glasgow battery is now in complete working order. 
761

 

September. Earl of Glasgow claim have erected a five-stamper battery.
 762

 

31 October. Talisman; arrangements completed with the Crown Mines Company for 

treatment of a large tonnage of ore by the cyanide process.
 763

 

November. Woodstock firewood wire tram, and kiln constructed.
 764

 

December. RUSH IN KARANGAHAKE. There is a rush in the Karangahake back 

country, right up to the Willows. 
765

 

Talisman to erect a battery, similar to that of the Woodstock Company.
 766

 

24 December. Woodstock United (Karangahake, December 20). —The excavations 

for the kiln are all complete, and the shed to cover same is now in course of 

construction.
767

 

Summary 1895 

January. “A building formerly used as a store and telephone office, adjoining the 

Tramway Hotel, has been renovated to adapt it to its present use as a billiard saloon, 

and it is provided with an excellent table. The proprietor, Mr. A. Shepherd, is about to 

enlarge the Tramway Hotel, by building another storey on it, as its present capacity is 

altogether insufficient for the streams of travellers requiring accommodation. Mr. 

Ryan, of the Karangahake Hotel, is also enlarging his premises by excavating under 

them for the purpose of giving another storey, and at the same time to bring the 

building, which is at present on a bank, to the level of the main road.”
768

 

February. The Woodstock new plant had to be conveyed across the river by means of 

a wire tramway. 
769

 

Woodstock water balance and ore kiln installed.
 770
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11 February. Woodstock ten stamp battery starts dry crushing.
 771

 The old 4 stamper 

remains
772

. 

Recently a very large number of mining areas have been taken up. 
773

 

Late February. Talisman battery erection underway.
 774

 

March. Talisman battery. “A strong wire tramway is thrown across the river from the 

Crown battery tram to the battery site to carry the heavy machinery.” 
775

 

June. Stanley G.M. Co drive tunnel off Crown tramway.
 776

 

Talisman purchase Bonanza Co. 
777

 

Tramway Hotel “name shortly to be altered to the Talisman”. 
778

 

Talisman Company directors authorised to purchase for shares in the Talisman 

Company, the New Bonanza, Marmion, and Golden Treasure mining properties…
779

 

10 July. Sludge Channel Proclamation to take effect.
780

 

Talisman Extended Goldmining Company (Limited.) formed. To the west of the 

Talisman Company ground. 
781

 

September. Mining boom. 
782

 The present boom is the largest that ever has taken place 

in the colony.
 783

 

United, Imperial, Woodstock United, Golden Crown, Crown, Vanderbilt, St Patrick, 

Shotover-Ivanhoe, Crescent Special, Prince Regent, Wealth of Nations, Stanley, The 

Karangahake, Hauraki Special, Victory, Imperial, Golden Fleece, New Find, Jessica, 

Orient, Sterling, United, Rotokohu and New Shotover. Most of these were reported to 

be forming new companies. 
784

 

November. Talisman battery completed, but not working.
785

 

December. Preparations for 30 extra stampers for Woodstock. Water race is to be 

40inch iron pipe.
 786

 

Karangahake School building was enlarged in 1895.
787

 

Crown. An additional head of twenty stamps, and the necessary cyanide plant and 

buildings, were in course of erection. 

Woodstock. “No. 5 level: The starting-point of this cross-cut is about 30ft. above the 

bed of the Waitawheta River”.
 788

 

Talisman. “A wire tramway has been constructed to convey quartz from the hopper at 

the low-level to the mill, but, from some occult cause, this mill has not been 

completed. The water-race has been finished.”
 789

 

Summary 1896 

Talisman. A self-acting aerial tramway and hoppers has been erected, connecting the 

No. 4 level with the battery, a distance of fully 3000 feet. A substantial iron water-

race has been erected to bring in the water. A contract has been let to cut and deliver 

2000 tons of firewood to dry the ore.
 790

 

February. Woodstock. Three kilns are in course of construction. These will each hold 

about 150 tons of ore, and they will all be placed on the hill-side above the mill, so 

that the ore will pass right down through the plant by gravitation.
 791

 

Crown. Construction started of a large water-race in the Waitawheta [for the pelton 

wheel in the Crown Stope].
 792

 

March. Woodstock erecting suspension bridge over Ohinemuri for machinery for 

battery.
 793

 

April. Talisman mine sold to the London New Zealand Investment Company. 
794
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April 30. “Talisman.—The Talisman battery started crushing on Monday morning 

last, and has been running day and night since without hitch.” 
795

 

May. Woodstock connect No. 5 level tramway with Crown tramway. “This tramline 

runs round the hill and joins the Crown tramway, after 290 feet of excavating and 100 

ft of tunnelling.” Also, “it is the intention to construct a tramway from No. 1 level 

round to where this intermediate level is being put in, then a line will be run along the 

side of the hill to a hopper, and the ore from both levels will be thence conveyed by 

aerial tramway to a hopper above the level of the kiln site, and on the same side of the 

river”.
 796

 

A large water race, one and a-quarter miles long [2012 m], is being constructed from 

the upper end of the Waitawheta. 
797

 This for the Crown air compressor. 

June. Woodstock. “A contract has been let for constructing an aerial tramline in 

addition to altering No. 2 aerial tramline, and erecting three ore hoppers and forming 

one paddock. When this work is completed all the ore obtainable from the different 

blocks being opened up above the No, 2 level will be delivered at the top of the kilns, 

thus obviating the necessity for ore elevation so far as that section of the mine is 

concerned.” 
798

 

Earl of Glasgow and Crown mines combine.
 799

 

June. Major flood, C. S. Brown drowns.
 800 

He was caretaker of the Crown Mines 

water race. 

August. Crown battery has 40 stamps at work.
 801

 

September. Woodstock. Kiln tram line to be continued to intersect known lodes.
802

 

This will create the “Windows” tunnel. 

September. Talisman Company to erect Howe Truss bridge across the Waitawheta 

River, to connect battery with Special site. The battery to be enlarged by ten stamps.
 

803
 

October. Talisman. a substantial bridge has yet to be erected over the river from the 

Crown tramline before the necessary machinery can be got to the battery site. 
804

 

November. Electric lighting for all three batteries.
 805

 

November. Windows tunnel created.
 806

 (called kiln tram-line extension). 

Summary 1897 

January. Woodstock battery install Samson-Leffel turbine water-wheel (ie they do 

away with the pelton wheels).
 807

 

March. Woodstock Gold Mining Company's battery started crushing with the new 40-

head.
 
 

Crown works to be converted from dry to wet crushing plant. 

Talisman using old kiln as an ore hopper (or paddock).
 808

 

April. “A 4-inch diameter [4 foot?] pipe line has been put in from the Talisman dam, 

and also two Victor turbines, capable of developing 120 horse-power effective. There 

will be also an electric light installation. A revolving air dryer is being substituted for 

the kilns; this is now ready for running, and will mean considerable economy, and 

probably a better extraction.” 

Crown water race (Waitawheta) fluming commenced, 280,000 feet timber required.
 

809
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16 June. Talisman new 20 stamper underway, Howe Truss bridge connects to special 

site (vat house). Ore drier in use.
 810

 

July. Crown battery has 20 stamps running wet.
 811

 

August. A new bridge proposed between Dogherty's and the Crown battery. 
812

 

September. Crown battery 40 stamps wholly running wet.
 813

 

Woodstock to test wet crushing.
 814

 

December. Crown low grade ore made to pay by wet process.
 815

 

“Lack of water to keep the big mills going at top speed during the exceptionally dry 

season just experienced, has caused a considerable amount of annoyance and 

inconvenience. The Ohinemuri River has never previously been so low at 

Karangahake, and the same remark applies to the Waitawheta Stream. Many batteries 

had to hang up half their stamps.” “A severe "slump" has existed all the year, being 

the natural reaction of the boom.”
816

 

Cyanide Process Gold Extraction Act; for the use of cyanide of potassium, the patent 

rights of which were purchased from the Cassel Company for £10,000.
 817

 

Sunday Labour in Mines Prevention Act, 1897.
818

 

Crown: “A 10 ft. Pelton water-wheel (3 nozzles) will be attached direct to the driving-

shaft of the compressor. The water-race to supply power for the air-compressor is 1 

mile and a quarter in length, with a present capacity of sixty sluice-heads, the pressure 

being 32 lb. per square inch.”
 819

 

A swing foot bridge was put across the river between River Road and the main 

road.
820

 

Summary 1898 

The new footbridge near Napier’s residence completed.
 821 822

 It is sometimes referred 

to as the Crown bridge. 

Batteries now closed on Sundays because of new law.
 823

 

February. Crown air compressor started.
 824

 

Karangahake school to have additions. 
825

 

March. Woodstock Company wet crushing. 
826

 

April. More dry weather.
 827

 

May. Mr. J. McCombie, leaves Woodstock Co., Mr. Rich replaces. “Never in the 

history of Ohinemuri has the river been so low as at present, and the want of rain is 

being most severely felt all over the district…”
828

 

July. Severe flood, considerable damage. 
829

 

August. Woodstock to install six Union vanners. 

Crown battery start extra 20 head stamps, now 60.
 830

 

Karangahake Traffic bridge opened.
 831

 

29 October. Fire at Karangahake, destroyed twelve buildings.
 832

 

Talisman battery install 80 horse-power engine and boiler.
 833

 

Woodstock retire water-balance.
 834 

Crown change the numbering of their levels. AJHR 1899. 
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Summary 1899 

January. “The Talisman Company having decided to increase its area of ground by the 

taking over of the Talisman Extended Gold Mining Company's property, which 

consists of a special claim and battery site.” 
835

 

February. Crown mine level numbering changed. No. 6 level in future will be known 

as the Waitawheta tunnel.
 836

 

10 May Governor Ranfurly at Karangahake.
 837

 

June. Royal Mail and Victor Waihou special claims taken up by Messrs. Bewick, 

Moreing, and Co.
 838

 

October. A public meeting held in October, 1899, for the purpose of establishing a 

school of mines at Karangahake.
 839

 

December. Crown Company are to construct a new tramway to the battery, on the 

level (our current walking track).
 840

. “At a point opposite the Talisman cyanide plant 

a deviation has been made, and an easy grade made to the company's mill. The 

tramway terminates on a level with the ground-floor of the battery, and the trucks of 

quartz are hoisted up an incline tramway on the outside of the crushing plant up to the 

rock-breaker with an engine erected near the bottom of the incline.”
841

 

…”the long [railway] tunnel at Karangahake, is now proceeding actively. The 

approach cutting to the tunnel is being excavated, and the work on the tunnel itself 

will be commenced immediately the approach has been taken out. The temporary 

bridge over the Ohinemuri has been completed. This will admit of the spoil from the 

tunnel excavation being conveyed across the river and there utilised in the formation 

of the station-grounds, &c.”
 842

 

Summary 1900 

February. Never in the history of Ohinemuri has the river been so low.
 843

 

February. New (level) tramway to Crown battery complete (current walkway). 

Hoisting apparatus being installed beside battery (an incline tram), to lift ore from 

new tramway to top of battery. Will be run by pelton wheels.
 844

 

In the early part of this year [February] a school was opened at Karangahake to meet 

the requirements of the locality. Mr. E. B. McDuff, has the position of Director of the 

Karangahake School of Mines.
 845

 

March. Woodstock constructing new dam on Ohinemuri River. This will be a wooden 

structure, a little upstream from the later eastern rail tunnel portal
 846

 

April. New Zealand Talisman Gold Mining Company amalgamate with Talisman 

Consolidated Company.
 847

 

May. Talisman to erect new battery.
 848

 

July. Woodstock battery to add an air compressor and steam plant.
 849

 

“The New Zealand Talisman Gold Mining Company's property has now been 

amalgamated with the Talisman Extended, Royal Mail, and Victor-Waihou special 

claims, to be known as the Talisman Consolidated.” 
850

 

August. “Woodstock Gold Mining Company have accepted a tender for excavating a 

shaft chamber at No. 5 level.”
 851

 

Woodstock. “The grading of the pipe line for the race is almost completed. A start has 

also been made to construct the aqueduct across the Ohinemuri River [Warren Truss]. 

This is being erected with the object of carrying the fluming over the river.”
852
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August. Talisman No. 8 level to be driven, about 200 ft below the No. 7. It will be the 

main outlet for the mine, “as all the ore from the upper workings will be concentrated 

there, and sent on to the battery, one length of aerial tramline being sufficient to land 

the ore at the battery”.
 853

 

Woodstock new dam, 3ft 9in pipeline and Warren Truss bridge across the Ohinemuri 

River completed. The Pelton wheel to be installed is 11 ft. 2 in. in diameter over all, 

and is to drive the air-compressors and battery during the greater part of the year. A 

new tail-race 69 ft. long under the mill, and below the old tail-race, has been driven 

and timbered so as to gain the utmost pressure-head. The old bridge across the 

Waitawheta Stream removed, a new and more substantial bridge built, going direct to 

the battery ore-hopper, 180ft long. The shaft-chamber in No. 5 level, which is 45½ft. 

long by 37½ft. wide, and 40 ft. high, has been completed, and a connection from it to 

the surface also made. The shaft is being sunk 8 ft. by 18 ft. in the clear, and has two 

hoisting-compartments, 6 ft. by 4 ft.; also a pumping-compartment and ladder-way, 6 

ft. by 6 ft. 6 in.
 854

 

Crown Company. Driving a tunnel on opposite side of Ohinemuri River (true right). 

Erecting an engine at the battery to supplement water power 
855

 [this is the boiler and 

engine at the back of the battery]. 

Summary 1901 

January. “The New Zealand Crown Mines (Limited) have now 60 head of stampers, 

and it is proposed to erect an additional 20 head, making a total of 80 stamps. The 

Talisman Consolidated Company, whose present crushing power of 20 head is now 

being added to by the erection of a further 50 head, also propose a still further 

addition of 30 head, so as to increase their milling capacity to 100 head of stampers.”
 

856
 Neither companies do so. 

January. Woodstock start the new shaft from No. 5 level.
 857

 

February. Karangahake School of Mines. 

“W H Baker, assistant instructor at the Thames School of Mines, had been elected to 

be Director of the Karangahake School of Mines which was then opened on Monday 

4 February, 1901 by the Hon James McGowan, Minister of Mines. The School of 

Mines at Karangahake was opened on Monday with a satisfactory attendance of 

people. There are 50 students on the register.”
858

 

Woodstock to add an air compressor to their battery, for driving a pump at the shaft. 
859

 

“Woodstock Company has recently erected a corrugated iron building at its mine; it is 

to be used for a change-room.”
 860

 

Woodstock: The 8in compressed-air pipe line (between the mill and the mine) is 

completed. A large Pelton wheel about 11ft 2in in diameter is installed, and, with six 

buckets [surely more than 6?] and shafting, it weighs five tons, and is capable of 

developing 450 horse-power. A small and large air compressor are being installed.
 861

 

The 8in compressed-air pipe line that the Woodstock Company have installed crosses 

the Waitawheta River on the distinctive wooden bridge, from cliff to cliff. It is seen in 

many photographs, at about the location of the modern “Windows”. 

April. Crown. “The whole of the company's underground machinery is now worked 

by a powerful air-compressor, and it is doubtful if a more complete and up-to-date 

plant is to be found on the Australasian goldfields.” Talisman: “The hoppers at the 

mill site and at No. 8 level are nearing completion. The No. 1 section of the aerial 
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tramway has been taken down and re-erected, so as to deliver ore to the new 

mill…[moving the battery hopper to the other, upstream, side of the new battery 

building?]. Crushing operations in the old mill were stopped on February 16”
 862

 

May. “The corrected census returns show that the population of Ohinemuri is 

9975…The population of the four Ridings is therefore: Waihi, 4271; Karangahake 

and Waikino, 2239; Paeroa, 2142; Waitekauri, 1207; Waitoa, 116; total, 9975.”
863

 

June. Woodstock: “The steam boiler has been removed from the shaft chamber, and 

sinking operations have been carried on with satisfactory results, more especially 

during the past fortnight, when compressed air has been utilised in connection with 

the work.” The pipe line bridge across the Ohinemuri River, of over 80ft span, and the 

bridge across the Waitawheta, are completed.
 864

 

July. At the Woodstock Gold Mining Company's mine… 

“Very satisfactory progress continues to be made with the sinking of the shaft, 

especially since the rock drills were put into the workings. Four of these machines are 

now being utilised in the shaft, and are being operated by compressed air, as are also 

the pump and hoist. The reheater in the shaft chamber for the compressed air is giving 

most satisfactory results, and, in consequence, there is no trouble from freezing at the 

pumps, etc. The air pipe line between the mine and the mill acts well, a loss of only 

1lb in pressure resulting in the transmission of the compressed air from the mill 

(generating station) to the mine. The mill office and smithy have been moved, to 

make more storage room, and a storeroom has been built for battery supplies, etc. 

These changes permit of a storage platform being built at the battery end of the 

Waitawheta bridge, a much-needed and most economical improvement.”
 865

 

July. A landslip “caused part of the New Zealand Crown Mines' water race to carry 

away and the company's tramline to be blocked for some distance”. 

The Talisman’s new wet stamper battery of 50 stamps gets underway.
 866

 

“The concentrators, pumps, and agitators are operated by water-power; the breakers 

and stamps are operated by steam-power; the plant for generating the steam consisting 

of two Babcock-Wilcox boilers, and the engine being a Wheelock-Corliss single-

cylinder horizontal engine of 245 indicated horse-power.”
 867 

August. Woodstock Gold Mining Company resumed crushing operations on August 

30.
 868

 

September. Crown battery adding two Babcock boilers at the back of their battery.
 869

 

The railway tunnel is being pushed ahead from both ends.
870

 There is a temporary 

bridge across the Ohinemuri to deal with the spoil.
 871

 

Night soil service to be established.
 872 

Summary 1902 

January. Woodstock battery closes. “Early in the present week instructions were 

cabled out from the Home directors to the local management of the Woodstock Gold 

Mining Company to close down the company's mine at Karangahake. It is understood 

that the financial position of the company renders it necessary to reconstruct, and that 

the suspension of operations which has taken effect will be only temporary”…
873

 

A nightsoil service in Karangahake to be established.
874

 

“The result of the Talisman Consolidated Company's operations have so far been of a 

disappointing nature. The outcome of the crushings put through on the completion of 
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the company's new mill, did not by any means come up to expectations, the ore 

yielding less per ton than was anticipated according to the assay values.”
 875

 

March. “Woodstock Company received instructions to resume development work in 

the mine, and the old staff of miners have been got together and operations resumed.” 

“All the works about the mine will be vigorously prosecuted with the exception of 

crushing operations, the resumption of which will be delayed until there is sufficient 

water power available from the river to keep the mill and the compressors running 

without stoppages.”
 876

 

April. 180hp steam engine and boilers at Crown battery.
 877

 

May. Talisman erect an air compressor. They also make use of Woodstock upper 

levels to access their own ground below No.8 Level.
 878

 

June. “The New Zealand Crown Mines Company is the only one that is at present 

utilising its battery, though the Woodstock is expected to resume crushing operations 

shortly.”
879

 

October. Talisman start an incline shaft from No.8 Level.
 880

 

December. New steam plant at Crown battery working well. All three batteries are at 

work.
 881

 

Woodstock. “A new steam plant has been installed as an auxiliary to the water-power 

during the dry season of the year. This plant consists of two 150-horse-power 

Elephant boilers and a 250----horse-power Corliss engine. These have been set up at 

the mill, and are so arranged that either the mill or compressors, or both, may be 

driven by either steam or water, or, if need be, both steam and water power can be 

coupled together.” 882 

New Zealand Crown Mine is now the second largest employer of labour on the 

peninsula. 

“The Woodstock Company appear to be remarkably unfortunate. A great amount of 

capital has been sunk in this mine without returning anything to the proprietors. The 

battery runs for a few months, when it ceases to crush. Fair returns are made for the 

time, but the supply of ore is not sufficient to keep it working. The quartz here is very 

hard, and evidently so far of low grade. Recently boring operations have commenced, 

which it is hoped may result in finding something more workable and payable.” 883 

Summary 1903 

February. Woodstock. Boring operations (diamond drill) have been commenced from 

the No. 5 level crosscut.
884

 

July. Karangahake to be supplied with gas from Paeroa. 
885

 Ohinemuri Light and 

Power Company. 

The Crown have auxiliary steam plant at the mine. 
886

 This is the concrete pillbox 

perched on the cliff beside the Waitawheta entrance to the mine. 

September. “GAS PIPES. Miller and Porritt, on behalf of the Ohinemuri Light and 

Power Company, gave notice of the intention of the company to lay down gas pipes to 

Karangahake.”
 887

 

The Crown Company propose to tunnel from their main shaft under Taukani and then 

the Ohinemuri to their special claims, over 3.3km. 
888

 

November. “The combined railway and road bridge over the Ohinemuri River at 

Karangahake has been finished [and?] the section of the railway to Karangahake is 

just on the point of completion and will be opened for goods traffic shortly.” 
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“Some proposals with the view of expediting the completion of this railway have 

lately been made by the Waihi Goldmining Company and are now under 

consideration by Parliament 

This is “The Paeroa-Waihi Railway Act, 1903”.
889

 “AN ACT to provide for the 

Speedy Construction of a Railway from Paeroa to Waihi,20th November, 1903.”
890

 

Double-decker road/rail bridge.
891

 

December. Death of Middleton and McColl. 
892

 One of the largest funerals ever seen 

in Ohinemuri. All work in the mines was practically suspended, and the whole 

community took part in the solemn proceedings. 
893

 

The School of Mines building has been doubled in size.
 894 

“Woodstock Mine. —This property has been closed down for the greater part of the 

year. Although a considerable amount of money has been recently spent in 

prospecting and developing the mine and in alterations to the battery, the results 

obtained were not sufficient to meet the working-expenses.”
 895

 

Summary 1904 

February. Woodstock for sale. “Amongst mining properties that are now offered for 

sale are the Woodstock Gold Mining Company's (Karangahake).”
896

 

March. “A number of miners have been discharged from the New Zealand Crown 

Mines at Karangahake, the reason being that Mr. Daw, the general manager, is 

anxious to cut down expenses. Mr. J. Napier, metallurgist, has also severed his 

connection with the company. Mr. Napier has been with the Crown Company for 

many years, and was one of the first in New Zealand to apply cyanide in the 

extraction of the precious metal.” 
897

 

11 April. David Deans, employed in the railway tunnel at Karangahake, dies of his 

injuries.
898

 

May. Coal is railed to Karangahake, and waggons loaded from the double deck 

bridge. 
899

 

“The work of laying the gas pipes between Paeroa and Karangahake was completed a 

few days ago, and Karangahake will now be supplied with gas from the works in 

Paeroa.”
900

 

June. Talisman buy Woodstock for £7000
901

 

July. “THOSE who remember John McCombie's connection with the Woodstock 

mine, his plucky fight against unprofitable conditions, and his displacement as 

manager at a time when he was doing his level best for the British owners of the 

property, and when he had nearly all he possessed invested in the Woodstock, will be 

interested to learn that the underground operations in that property will again be under 

his management. In other words, he has accepted a responsible position with the 

Talisman Company, which recently purchased the Woodstock mine. Also, he will 

again occupy the residence at Mackaytown which was built for him as manager of the 

Woodstock. It is the opinion of old Karangahake miners, who are the authorities most 

qualified to speak, that if any man in Auckland can bring the Woodstock out on top 

that man is John McCombie. Of course, his duties also include the work in the 

Talisman mine itself.”
902

 

18 October. Walter Ings and Fredk. Thomas Shaw are injured in the Karangahake rail 

tunnel. Ings dies from his injuries. 
903

 Shaw dies 6 November. 
904
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December. “The Ohinemuri Light and Power Company has just established a new 

system upon which it will instal gas into private houses. The company supplies all the 

necessary fittings, burners, rings etc, and for which, it only charges a nominal rent. 

When the hire paid amounts to the cost of the fittings, etc., supplied they become the 

property of the hirer. The manager informs us that he has already installed gas into 

about twenty houses on this basis.”
905

 

“Operations at the Crown Mines have not been so successful during the year as was 

the case for some years previously, a result attributed to the decreased value of the ore 

worked —viz., an average of £1 19s. 8¾d. per ton, as against £2 12s. 0½d. for the 

previous year, and also to the conditions met with in the lower levels.” 

“At the Talisman Mine operations have been very steady throughout the year, and a 

considerable amount of development-work carried out. The acquisition of the 

Woodstock Mine is of considerable benefit in the working-arrangements of the 

Talisman Mine, providing, as it does, an outlet at a lower level and increased facilities 

for ventilation.”
 906

 

KARANGAHAKE SCHOOL OF MINES. 

“In five subjects students were first in New Zealand—viz., mining, wet and dry 

assaying (senior), mineralogy, and junior theoretical chemistry. The average number 

of marks of all the papers sent in by members of the local school was 64.3 per cent, 

nearly —a much higher percentage than any other school in the colony.”
 907

 

“The headings in the Karangahake tunnel met in the beginning of September last 

(1904), and the tunnel was completed by the end of January.” 908 

Summary 1905 

January. Crown mine considers closing. 
909

 

“CROWN MINES. (By Telegraph.—Own Correspondent.) PAEROA, this day. 

Reports are current that the Crown mine, at Karangahake, intends closing down on the 

6th prox. The battery is now only working day shift. 

“In connection with this rumour it will be remembered that at the annual meeting of 

shareholders in London reference was made to the unsatisfactory results of the past 

year's operations, and the advisability of undertaking prospecting work with a view to 

picking up other payable lodes.”
910

 

September. KARANGAHAKE RAILWAY CROSSING. 
911

 

The road over the tunnel mouth, Waihi end, must have been completed shortly after 

this date. 

October. Both the Talisman and Crown are obtaining richer ore. 
912

 

November. The Karangahake bowling green at Mackaytown was opened last week.
913

 

Paeroa-Waihi. This railway was completed and opened for traffic on the 9th 

November last. 914 

December. The Talisman holds now 565 acres. 
915

 

Talisman: “first dividends paid since operations were commenced in the mine”.
 

£30,000 
916

 

New Zealand Crown Mines (limited).— “This year the trestles and fluming which 

carry the water-supply over the Waitewheta Stream have shown signs of decay, and 

necessitated the erection of new fluming, &c, estimated to cost £800.”
917
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Summary 1906 

16 September. Fire at Karangahake. Tramway Hotel destroyed. 

“A serious fire occurred at Karangahake last night by which the Tramway Hotel, 

which is situated on the east side of the river, was destroyed. The hotel, which is the 

property of Mr Montgomery, was a substantial two-storeyed building and was well 

furnished throughout. The fire was at its height about ten o'clock last night, and 

Thames residents observed the bright glare in the sky. The whole of the hotel was 

completely destroyed and the bulk of the furniture, while the hall which adjoined was 

also burnt.”
918

 

A flag station is to be opened at Mackaytown.
919

 

October. “The bridge across the Ohinemuri River at Mackaytown, to give access to 

the flag station, is now completed.”
920

 

November. “Waihi Train Sensation. Stuck Up in the Tunnell. Driver and Fireman 

Asphyxiated. Both Fall off the Engine. Narrow Escape from Death.” 
921

 

December. Petition sent to Minister. 
922

 

Crown mine discovers rich new reef. 
923

 

“On the Karangahake Goldfield the Talisman Consolidated Mine has developed into a 

profitable concern, having declared during the year £60,000 in dividends as a result of 

treating 49,573 tons of ore for a return of £152,011.” 924 

Talisman: “a new Ingersoll Sergeant compound air-compressor having been installed 

at the Woodstock Battery”. 

Crown: “The company's water-race on the Ohinemuri River has for some time been 

leaking and in much need of repairs. During the year a new bridge at the junction of 

the Ohinemuri and Waitawheta Rivers has been erected to carry the race over; this is a 

good piece of work, and when the race along the banks of the Ohinemuri River, 

recently destroyed by the heavy floods, is restored and other sections repaired, the 

water-supply from this race will be available for use at the company's mill.” 925 

“Comstock United Gold-mining Company.—In the early part of the year a company 

was formed to raise capital to carry on further development-work.” To supply fresh 

air to the very long tunnel a small dam was constructed on the Hauraki Stream, and a 

water-blast set up to force air into the drive. 926 

“At Karangahake discoveries of cinnabar have been made, and several mineral leases 

applied for.” 927 

“The Talisman Consolidated. —The property owned by this company consists of 507 

acres, upon which 275 men have been employed during the past year... The total value 

of the bullion produced by this mine to date is £598,886, out of which £90,000 has 

been returned to the shareholders in dividends.” 928 

Karangahake School of Mines. “Averaging forty-two students, and having fifty-nine 

students on the roll during the second term. This is the highest average attendance yet 

reached for this school.” “Laboratory. Owing to the Council's decision to do free 

assays for prospectors, no less than 196 assays were made during the year, in addition 

to a number of assays which were paid for.” 

“During the year a storeroom 16 ft. by 12 ft. has been erected.” 929 

Summary 1907 

January. A lack of miners; many Australian miners returning home. 
930
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A flood destroys much of the Crown Company’s water race. 
931

 

“The footbridge at Mackaytown, over the Ohinemuri River, has also been carried 

away by the water.”
932

 

Another new rich reef found in the Crown mine. 
933

 

March. This Lloyd lode is “now considered the most important in the Crown 

mines.”
934

 

The damaged water races of the Crown “would cost about £6000 and occupy 14 

months to repair.” 
935

 

July. Mackaytown footbridge rebuilt after blowing down. 
936

 

September. “KARANGAHAKE MINING. At no period in the history of the Hauraki 

goldfields has the outlook for the Karangahake section looked so bright as at the 

present time.” 
937

 

Crown. “The company's water-race on the Ohinemuri River, which was destroyed in 

the early part of the year, is now being reconstructed, and the milling plant has been 

worked by steam.” 

Comstock United. “For upwards of thirteen years Mr. Tregoweth has held to the mine, 

spending an amount of capital and carrying out a great amount of prospecting.” 

Karangahake Gold-mining Company has been established. 
938

 

Summary 1908 

January. Karangahake Company at work. 
939

 

May. Firebell to be erected. 
940

 

Mr. Daw has been in England arranging for an electrical generating and pumping 

plant for the Crown Company. 
941

 

Another large slip damages Crown water race and tramway. 
942

 

May. Firebell appears to exist. Therefore constructed May or June. 
943

 

July. Ohinemuri County Council has decided to erect a rotunda, to cost £125. This, I 

understand, will be erected in the main street, alongside the new firebell tower.
944

 

Talisman are installing new pump to lift the water from No. 13 level. Operated by 

compressed air.
945

 

Crown intend discontinuing development works below No. 3 level, pending the 

installation of the new electrical plant recently ordered.
946

 

August. Karangahake presses for Borough status. 
947

 

Talisman lower levels flooded owing to Crown mine stopping pumping. 
948

 

September. Crown mine closed due to a dispute with the mining contractors over 

insurance. 
949

 

November. Talisman. The installation of the new air-compressor plant at the Talisman 

mine is now completed, pumps holding the water below No. 12 level.
 950

 

Crown. For the first time for over 25 years mining and milling operations in the New 

Zealand Crown mines at Karangahake have been suspended. At the earliest work is 

not likely to be resumed for several months, during which the new electrical pumping 

plant for unwatering the mine to a greater depth will be installed. A number of men 

will be thrown out of work in consequence. Part of the new plant, which in all cost 

from £12,000 to £13,000 in England, is on the ground, and the estimated cost of the 

water-race now in course of construction is £6000.
 951
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Band rotunda, Karangahake, £138 (W. H. Taylor)
952

 

Summary 1909 

January. Workers Compensation Act of 1908. Miners refuse to submit to medical 

examination regarding miners' complaint (phthisis). The Talisman capitulates, not the 

Crown. 
953

 
954

 

February. The new compound Cornish air-compressor recently installed by the 

Talisman Consolidated is working most satisfactorily. The water in the shaft has been 

reduced about 80 feet, leaving 60 feet yet to be pumped before operations can be 

resumed at No. 13 level. 
955

 

CROWN MINE. The concrete foundations for a powerful electrical plant are now 

being prepared at the Crown mine [battery].
956

 

The Talisman Company is pumping from their incline shaft. The pumps are powered 

by compressed air, supplied by a large new compressor in the power house on Battery 

Flat and/or the old Woodstock battery (it is run by water, and steam backup). Smaller, 

older, compressors are on standby. The compressed air is conveyed to the mine via a 

pipeline (8 in. diameter wrought-iron welded pipes
957

) which enters at the Woodstock 

No.5 Level portal. 

The Talisman pumps are lowering the water level in their mine, and also to some 

extent in the Crown. The Crown are not pumping; they are installing an electricity 

plant at their battery to power their new pumps when installed. 

The Talisman Company intend to cut out a large chamber in the vicinity of the 

Woodstock shaft (inside No. 5 level) to house a powerful winding and pumping plant. 

This will become the “Underground Pumphouse” as we know it. This is additional to, 

or adds to, the original chamber cut by the Woodstock Company. The machinery will 

be run by steam, the boilers will be installed outside the No.5 portal, jammed in a tiny 

area beside the Waitawheta. 

March. Ohinemuri Licensing Poll: Vote = No-license. 

The hotels to be closed as a result of the Court’s decision, as from June 30, number 

14, and are as follows; At Waihi: The Central, Sterling, Rob Roy, and Waihi. At 

Waikino: The Waikino. At Karangahake: The Tramway and Talisman. At 

Mackaytown; The Mackaytown. At Waitekauri: The Waitekauri. At Golden Cross: 

The Golden Cross. At Paeroa: The Commercial, Paeroa, Criterion, and Royal Mail. 
958

 

April. Haywards' Picture entertainment at Karangahake (movies).
959

 

August. Talisman. In the Woodstock section the cutting out of a huge chamber for the 

new machinery, in connection with the sinking of the Woodstock shaft from its 

present depth of 250 ft to the Talisman low levels, was well in hand. The shaft should 

be going in about 18 months. At the battery the company are installing three tube 

mills, eight B. and M. agitating tanks, a vacuum filter plant, and a new mill engine. 

Crown. The power station near the company's reduction works is finished. Here a 

large triple expansion engine for driving a three phase 550 kilo. generator has been 

installed. There is also a large Francis turbine for driving the same generator when 

there is a sufficient supply of water in the Ohinemuri River for doing so. There are 

two Babcock boilers of 250 horse-power each, feed pumps, and every type of safety 

device to provide against accidents. The plant has been built on very substantial 

foundations, a great deal of the concrete work being over 20ft deep. 
960

 

October. Talisman. Water low enough to allow deepening of shaft from No.13 level. 

The large chamber in Woodstock section completed. 
961
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A rich patch of cinnabar ore struck in the Mackaytown cinnabar mine.
962

 

November. Karangahake bowling green official opening. 
963

 

December. Crown mining again, crushing with one shift. Mining had ceased for about 

a year. Electrical plant and pumps working well (at a cost of £20,000
964

). 
965

 

The Ascot Cinnabar Syndicate have erected a plant for the reduction of cinnabar, and, 

so far, their operations, which are on a small scale, appear to be meeting with some 

success, as they have recently notified me of their intention of claiming the 

Government bonus for the production of quicksilver, of which they had then produced 

a small quantity. 966
 

Talisman. To vigorously develop the Woodstock section of their mine by enlarging 

and sinking the Woodstock shaft to connect with the lowest workings of the Talisman 

section. At the present time the bottom of this shaft is about 10 ft. above the No. 13 

level of the Talisman workings, and a considerable distance therefrom. A horizontal 

compound pumping-engine is being installed in a chamber at drainage level in this 

shaft to work rope-driven Cornish pumps of 26 in. diameter by 10 ft. stroke. 

A new 500-horse power Fraser and Chalmers' compound engine has been erected and 

brought into use [at the battery]. This engine has cylinders of 18 in. and 35 in. 

respectively by 3 ft. 6 in. stroke, and runs at 75 revolutions per minute. A new surface 

condensing plant for main engine and auxiliaries has also been installed. Additional 

boilers will be installed at the power plant during the next year. Also, a new boiler 

plant is to be erected at Woodstock No. 5 level to supply steam for the Woodstock 

shaft pumping and winding machinery. 

The following additions have been made to the treatment plant: Complete new assay 

office with latest appliances; new smelting-room, with tilting, oxidising, and bullion 

furnaces; slag reduction plant and prospecting stamps: new slimes, Spitzkasten’s; 

eight new pneumatic slime-agitators, each 30 ft. by 8 ft.; one new slime-dewateriser; 

three tube mills, each 4 ft. by 12 ft., on the Abbe roller principle; also five classifiers 

and two sand-elevators. 

Crown. The machinery in the power-house is as follows: One 550 BHP high-speed 

triple-expansion engine: one 550 K.W. generator, 25 periods, 2,200 volts. 300 

revolutions per minute; one 25 K.W. exciter, 110 volts, 750 revolutions per minute; 

one two-panel switchboard; one Francis turbine; one condenser; one feed-water 

heater. 

Transmission Line. — From the power-station to the mine the distance is 92 chains, 

and the transmission is by single circuit, consisting of three bare stranded conductors, 

each made up of thirty seven wires of No. 4 standard gauge. The conductors are 

carried on ironbark and kauri poles, which in the Waitawheta Creek are bolted to the 

solid rock, and stayed by struts and guy ropes. Under the aerial tramways in the gorge 

the cable is laid in 3 in. galvanized pipes under the ground.
 967

 

Ascot Cinnabar-mine. 

This mine is situated on the east side of Mackytown, on the Rahu Road, about one 

mile north of the Talisman Mine. The property consists of 176 acres, a mill-site of 5 

acres, and timber reserve of 20 acres, together with aerial tram and dam-site. The 

cinnabar-deposit outcrops on the face of a steep escarpment about 600 ft. above the 

Rahu Road… 

The Novak furnace installed for the treatment of the ore is of the latest type, it being 

double walled, 21 ft. in height by 8 ft. diameter externally. The inner wall is of 

firebrick and the outer of ordinary brick, the whole being surrounded by an iron 
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jacket, which serves to prevent the escape of fumes. The ore and fuel (charcoal) are 

charged at intervals at the top of the furnace… 

The mecurial vapours are drawn from the furnaces into condensers…
968

 

Summary 1910 

30 March. Flood! Biggest on record. 
969

 Water rushed through the railway tunnel. 
970

 

Talisman water race pipe crumpled and twisted. 
971

 Old Woodstock battery damaged. 
972

 

4 April. Gorge Road closed. 
973

 

Mackaytown station bridge destroyed.
 974

 

August. Talisman battery. Three new tube mills and eight pneumatic slimes agitators 

have been installed. 
975

 

15 September. Old Woodstock battery destroyed by fire. The plant destroyed included 

three air compressors and two steam engines. 
976

 

Except the compressors, the contents of the old Woodstock mill were, it is stated, 

mostly old machinery, not at present in use. The compressors were driven by a Pelton 

wheel, and there was in the building a steam engine, that served as an auxiliary power, 

in the event of the water supply breaking down. 
977

 

The property destroyed or damaged includes the mill, a building of wood and iron, 

containing two engines, three air compressors, vats, stamps, and the electric light 

plant. Approximate value is £8000. 
978

 

November. Ohinemuri County Council decided to erect a footbridge over the 

Ohinemuri river, at Karangahake, near the School of Mines. 
979

 

The following contracts let: erection of a footbridge over the Ohinemuri river at 

Karangahake, M. Gojack, £104.
980

 

December. Dougherty’s swing bridge (suspension bridge) is built early 1911? 

Crown battery still run by steam from the old engine behind the mill. 
981

 

Talisman. The reopening of the Woodstock section of the property is being rapidly 

advanced. In the shaft chamber, at drainage level, new winding and horizontal 

compound pumping-engines have been installed, also rope-driven Cornish pumps 26 

in. in diameter by 10 ft. stroke. Two Babcock and Wilcox boilers, with mechanical 

stokers, to work at 160 lb. pressure, are now being installed. A new Ingersoll-Sergeant 

air-compressor, with a capacity of 3,700 cubic feet of free air per minute, will be 

installed early in 1911 

New Zealand Crown Mines (Limited): This company having undergone 

reconstruction and a change of management, development was resumed after the 

completion of the electric installation in April 1910. The mill engine (steam) has been 

put out of commission, and will be reserved for use in case of emergency. The mill is 

now being driven by power delivered from the generator at the power-house. 

During May the old company was wound up and a new company, having the same 

name, was formed to provide further capital to open and develop the mine at greater 

depth. In October Mr. F. R. W. Daw (general manager) resigned, and was succeeded 

by Mr. John McCombie, formerly of the Talisman Mine. 
982

 

Mr. J. McCombie was appointed general manager of the New Zealand Crown Mines. 
983
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Summary 1911 

3 February. Australasian Institute of Mining Engineers' Conference. The mining 

delegates left Waihi this morning by special train, stopping at Karangahake to inspect 

the Crown and Talisman mines. They were entertained at luncheon, and left for 

Thames in the afternoon.
984

 

4 October. Karangahake Dispute. Cooperative System Adopted. 
985

 

Crown. The machinery in connection with the treatment plant is now all electrically 

driven, and the Waitawheta main adit is lighted by electricity for 1,700 ft. along the 

level, and a horse is now used here for trucking purposes. 

Mill. —All the machinery in the mill is now being driven by a 250-horse-power 

electric motor, which is working very satisfactorily. A transformer has been installed 

in the power-house, which enables the electric power to be used for working small 

motors, and a 9½-horse-power motor now drives all the fitting-shop machinery. 

Electric power is also used for hoisting ore from the tram-line to the top of the mill 

buildings.
 986

 

Talisman. A new change-house, 30 ft. by 70 ft., has been erected at the mouth of the 

Woodstock No. 5 level, and will be equipped with hot and cold shower-baths and 

steam-heat for drying clothes.
 987

 

Summary 1912 

27 January. The Maria reef (the Talisman Company's, main ore body) is to be picked 

up at the Crown mine No. 7 level, where a drive is now being pushed out to intersect 

the lode. At the mouth of the drive at a point near the County road a hopper is to be 

erected and an aerial tram will be constructed from the hopper to deliver the quartz 

into a hopper alongside the Company's horse tram so that the cost of transit of ore to 

the mill will be comparatively small. 
988

 

March. Crown: improvements and additions to the treatment plant are being made to 

accommodate ore from the Talisman section. It is more refractory. 
989

 

Waihi Strike. 13 May - 12 November 1912
990

 

10 June. The Woodstock shaft is now being sunk at a rate of about 1ft per day
991

 

28 August. Strike for a day at Karangahake. 
992

 

4 October. New croquet lawn should be ready for use about Christmas time.
993

 

Coal miners’ strike at Huntly. 
994

 

16 October. Talisman mine closes. The superintendent of the Talisman mine at 

Karangahake reports that owing to the interruption of coal supplies from Huntly it is 

necessary to reserve the present coal in stock for pumping only. He says, "We regret 

having to stop all operations of the mine and mill at 8 o'clock this morning until 

further supplies are available. All pumping operations will be continued as usual." 
995

 

27 November. The Karangahake Bridge has been commenced, but not yet been 

completed.
996

 

Summary 1913 

25 January. N.Z. Crown Mines. Unpayable Development Work Abandoned. About 60 

hands all told have been dispensed with recently by the New Zealand Crown Mines, 

Ltd., Karangahake, it having been decided to abandon all unpayable development 

works at various parts underground.
997

 

Large heavy trestle bridge, replaces first swing bridge at Karangahake
998
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11 August. Edgar Rock Drill. An official trial of the Edgar patent rock drill took place 

on Saturday at Karangahake. Mr Edgar (the inventor) claims that the drill he has 

invented will to a large extent prevent the dread disease, miner's complaint, by the 

water being automatically fed and forced through a longitudinal hole in the centre of 

the drill to the actual face being cut, thus preventing the usual dust in boring 

generally. 
999

 

Crown battery: Five slime-vats have been equipped with mechanical agitators, and 

consequently a considerable improvement has been effected in the percentage of 

bullion-recovery. 
1000

 

Summary 1914 

17 January. TALISMAN…Stoppage: Owing to interruption of coal supply through 

strikes, mining and milling was stopped on November 7.
1001

 

1 June. Crown. Operations suspended, battery ceases crushing. 
1002

 

4 August New Zealand at war
1003

 

18 September. Bowling. Karangahake Club. It had been found necessary to put down 

a new green of four rinks, which will be ready for play late in the coming season.
1004

 

Summary 1915 

10 August. The closing down of the New Zealand Crown mine, at Karangahake, 

under a term of six months' protection granted by the warden on July 22 last, is a 

matter for regret in view of the past history of this old and familiar property. For some 

time past it had not been paying, and owing to the war the prospects of obtaining fresh 

capital were so poor as to render the application for protection a necessity. 
1005

 

10 August. Crown. At present the only work in the mine is being done by tributers. 
1006

 

During its existence as a bullion-producer the Crown mine has yielded gold worth 

£880,883. Between May, 1910, and June 30, 1913, under the first reconstructed 

company, the total expenditure on the property amounted to £131,433. Of that sum 

about £126,000 was spent in New Zealand in connection with the actual mining and 

milling operations. The total value of the bullion won in the same period was 

£112,255, leaving a net deficit of £19,178, which represents approximately, the sum 

expended in exploratory work. From June 30, 1913, to July 31 last, when the mine 

was closed down, £32,152 was spent in New Zealand by the company, of which 

£25,500 represents wages paid. Bullion won in the same period was valued at 

£28,500, leaving a deficit of £3652. The total amount paid in wages by the company 

during the past six years was £113,916.
1007

 

Summary 1916 

21 February. Tramway Hotel Destroyed. Woman Burnt To Death. Two Men Injured. 

One of the most disastrous fires that have occurred at Karangahake for a long time 

happened at 3 o'clock yesterday (Sunday) morning. The hotel was run as a boarding 

house by Mr. Monsey and his wife, who are at present on a visit to Australia. During 

their absence Mr. Monsey's mother-in-law, Mrs. Dawson, was in charge of the house. 
1008

 

9 March… the insurance companies having decided to cancel risks at Karangahake, 

where there has been a series of fires in the past two or three months…
1009
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15 March. A remarkable series of fires in dwellings at Karangahake is giving the 

authorities much concern.
1010

 

Summary 1917 

10 January. Military Service Board. Sitting At Paeroa. The Auckland Military Service 

Board held a sitting at Paeroa Monday to deal with applications for exemption lodged 

by members of the first division of the Expeditionary Force Reserve who have been 

drawn in the ballot under the Military Service Act…
1011

 

July. Crown powerhouse sold to Gisborne Borough 
1012

. 

Summary 1918 

15 April. Military Appeals. Sitting Of No. 2 Service Board. The chairman explained 

that miners are entitled to exemption so long as they are actually engaged in a gold-

producing mine.
1013

 

Talisman. Prospecting by means of a Government diamond drill is now being carried 

out. 

Summary 1919 

March. Crown Quarry granted by Warden. 
1014

 

14 June. The demolition of empty houses is still going on apace. The better parts of 

the houses are being removed for re-erection in other places, mostly in the King 

Country. 

The local quarry adjacent to the Crown battery has been fully opened up, and good 

bell metal is to hand, which is in great demand by various councils, etc.
1015

 

13 August. Crown mine is being dismantled. 
1016

 

3 October. Gas lighting discontinued, electric lights curtesy of Talisman battery. 
1017

 

20 November. The Talisman mine has yielded in bullion to date a total of £2,933,097, 

and the dividends, etc., paid to the shareholders amount to £1,151,164.
1018

 

Talisman. As the ore reserves had become exhausted, milling operations were 

suspended last [this October] October, and will not be again commenced unless the 

development work undertaken by the company justifies resumption. 1019 

Summary 1920 

The large building in the main thoroughfare, which was at one time a busy licensed 

hotel, has been dismantled and taken to Te Puke to be re-erected as a boardinghouse. 
1020

 

7 July. The concrete bridge that is being erected over Doherty’s creek is almost 

completed, and will be available for traffic in a few days’ time.
1021

 

16 December. In view of the unsatisfactory nature of development work carried on up 

to the present the directors of the Talisman Consolidated, Limited, have decided, with 

a view to curtailing expenses under these circumstances, that the mine shall be closed 

down as soon as the material in the underground workings can be withdrawn. 
1022

 

New Zealand Crown Mines (Limited), Karangahake. —During the year five men 

have been employed dismantling the machinery and keeping the water-races in repair. 
1023
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Summary 1921 

29 January. The New Zealand Crown Mines Co., Ltd., invite tenders for the working 

of their road metal quarry at Karangahake on tribute for a term of two years from the 

fourteenth day of February, 1921. All plant and machinery other than tools will be 

provided by the Company, the tributers to provide all labour and stores and pay all 

expenses...Tenders, to be addressed to G. N. McGruer, Manager, Crown Co., 

Karangahake…
1024

 

15 February. Karangahake Bowling Club. Owing to mining operations ceasing at 

Karangahake many of the members are shortly leaving the district, and the club will 

be disbanded. It has been in existence, for about 20 years, and the members are all 

true sports and very hospitable, and their green has for many years been considered 

one of the best in the Auckland province. The club has a wonderful record, having 

won a great number of tournaments, including the much-coveted Dominion 

tournament, which they secured twice. It is the only club in the Dominion to achieve 

this great honour, and many expressions of regret were voiced by the visitors on 

Saturday that such a fine club should have to break up and its members depart for 

other spheres…
1025

 

5 August. OHINEMURI COUNTY. 

County Engineer E. Shaw reported as follows to the Ohinemuri County Council 

yesterday: 

…The band rotunda at Karangahake which was left in the hands of Cr. McGuire and 

myself to dispose of was sold to the Paeroa Beautifying Society for the sum of £50. 

The foot-bridge over the Ohinemuri River at Karangahake known as Docherty’s 

Creek bridge has become unsafe for traffic through one of its anchors giving way, and 

as it is not urgently required I would not recommend any expenditure in repairing 

same.
1026

 

RIVER COMMISSION 

The Waihou and Ohinemuri Rivers Commission, 1921, commenced its sittings at 

Paeroa yesterday, in the County Chambers, at 10 a.m… 

The Commission will inquire into and report upon the allocation of the cost of 

providing the funds required under the Waihou and Ohinemuri Rivers Improvement 

Act, 1910, and kindred matters…
1027

 

24 August. On Monday the Farmers’ Auctioneering Company conducted a sale of the 

Talisman Gold Mining Company’s house properties and household and office 

furniture. 
1028

 

Summary 1922 

27 November. Tenders. Karangahake School of Mines. Tenders are invited for the 

Cash purchase of the buildings and contents of the above School of Mines situated at 

Karangahake, either separately or as a whole. 
1029

 

Summary 1923 

6 January. New Talisman Company wish to develop the parallel system of the Crown 

and Talisman mines. 
1030

 

3 February. Mining operations in Karangahake had practically ceased up to six 

months ago, following upon the closing down of the Talisman Consolidated mine, 

with the exception of come prospecting work in the Crown Mines property. During 

the last six months, however, numerous applications have been made through the 
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Warden's Court for fresh mining leases in that district, where there are now several 

prospecting parties at work. 
1031

 

Summary 1924 

A Talisman air compressor removed to Huntly coal mines. 
1032

 

Two classrooms from Karangahake school removed to new school at Waikino.
1033

 

Summary 1925 

4 March. The Talisman Consolidated mine, up to March, 1921, had put out gold to the 

value of £2,951,315, equal to £7 5s a ton. The total dividends paid amounted to 

£1,151,164, or about £4 17s 6d a share. The Crown mine has yielded £871,386, the 

total dividends bring £70,000. From these two mines the total output was, therefore, 

£3,822,701, the combined dividends amounting to £1,221,164. 
1034

 

3 July. The county Council plan to remove the Talisman (ex Woodstock) dam on the 

Ohinemuri. 
1035

 

Summary 1926 

8 January. The Talisman Dam. Demolition by Dynamite. Water Released Safely. 

After functioning for nearly twenty years the Talisman dam, situated in the 

Karangahake Gorge across the Ohinemuri River, was freed by Mr E. Shaw, 

Ohinemuri county engineer, and his staff on Wednesday… 

Much valuable timber will be taken from the dam when it drains sufficiently. This has 

been purchased by the county council, and will be useful for bridge repair work.
1036

 

14 May. The Minister of Mines asked to provide a public battery for Karangahake. 
1037

 

3 September. John McCombie dies, aged 76. 
1038

 

Summary 1927 

11 January. Electricity for lighting and power purposes has now been installed at 

Karangahake by the Thames Valley Power Board.
1039

 

7 June. During the past nine months Mr J. B. Morris, with a party of men, has been 

engaged in erecting a five head battery about three miles along the Trig Road [County 

Road. Earl of Glasgow area]. 
1040

 

3 August. The Crown battery has not yet been demolished. Water races still intact. 
1041

 

22 August. Mr. J. B. Morris elected representative on Council, Karangahake Riding. 
1042

 JB Morris continued till 1938.
1043

 

4 November…the Crown Quarry Company at Karangahake is resuming its crushing 

operations at an early date.
1044

 

19 November. Quite a small pegging out boom is in progress in the Karangahake 

section of the goldfields. "Practically all Karangahake has been pegged out” …
1045

 

New Zealand Crown Mines, Karangahake. —The area held by this company was 

forfeited by the Warden early in July. 1046 

Summary 1928 

13 January. Large fires at Karangahake. 
1047

 

19 April. Talisman battery is still being dismantled. 
1048
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Summary 1929 

12 June. County Council consider taking over the Crown tramway and aerial at 

Karangahake.
1049

 

Summary 1930 

10 February. Work was started last week on the Talisman-Dubbo property at 

Karangahake, which was part of the Crown mines area. A five-stamper battery is 

owned by the company and is situated at the mouth of the Rose crosscut on the road 

up the mountain.
1050

 

Summary 1931 

Daylight saving. 
1051

 

Summary 1932 

11 March. Relief Camp workers are clearing ragwort at Karangahake. 
1052

 

16 June. Mr J. N. Cherry said he had recently acquired the claim, he had sunk a 

certain amount of capital in works and machinery for the purpose of extracting and 

crushing his own ore. He had also acquired a small battery (5 stamps) and power 

plant, and had been granted a special battery site by the Warden, and six months’ 

protection.
1053

 

17 September. The Golden Dawn Goldmining Company, in the erection of its battery 

at Owharoa, was assisted by the Mines Department, conditional on the company 

having also to treat parcels of ore for small companies and private prospectors. The 

Talisman Dubbo Company is having its ore treated here. 
1054

 

Summary 1933 

May. The Karangahake Tributers and Prospectors' Association has been formed at 

Karangahake, some twenty odd members being enrolled. Mr D. Leach was appointed 

chairman and Mr. C. Waines secretary and treasurer, Messrs J. B. Morris, W. Symes, 

T. J. Maher and N J. Cherry the committee.
1055

 

10 October. Talisman Dubbo (Karangahake). The aerial ropeway from Talisman No. 

1 level to the county road near No. 8 Talisman level (2100 ft. in length, with a fall of 

800 ft.), and loading and discharging hoppers are now working. 
1056

 Ore is taken to the 

Golden Dawn battery, Owharoa. 

In 1933 the first one-day School Reunion was held on the Mackaytown Recreation 

Ground.
 1057

 

Summary 1934 

3 February. Unemployed men’s camps:—“Public Works camps in the county are 

accounting for very good work.” 
1058

 

19 April. John Nathaniel Cherry, the granting of a license to construct a dam in the 

Waitawheta stream 200 feet to the west of the Old Crown bridge to store water to 

drive a turbine, such application having been consented to by the Minister; granted.
 

1059
 

1 December. Mr. J. Morris has completed the erection of his battery in the township. 

The old stamper system has been discarded and the plant consists of a stonecrusher 

and ball mill. Mr. Morris is working a claim on top of the Taukani Mountain. 
1060
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Summary 1936 

January. Karangahake Gorge road to be closed for widening work. Detour to be over 

Rahu Road. 
1061

 Public Works department. 

2 February. Flood. Waikino footbridge was washed away. Rahu road impassable. 
1062

 

10 July. The Ohinemuri County Council yesterday decided to dismantle the 

Karangahake swing bridge [River Road to Irishtown?] as it was considered to be a 

danger to children.
1063

 

22 December. Gorge road. Many thousands of yards of solid rock have been blasted 

from the cliff face. Three dangerous bends have been widened and the river-bank has 

been faced with rock, and for some distance with a concrete wall. Opened to traffic at 

Christmas. 
1064

 

Summary 1937 

19 February. Karangahake Gorge road closed again for further work, including bridge 

over railway at eastern portal. 
1065

 

7 June. Talisman Dubbo Gold Mines Ltd. Start on erecting their own mill at old 

Talisman powerhouse site. 
1066

 

15 June. New Bridge Opened.—The new ferro concrete bridge over the Ohinemuri 

River at Waihi was officially opened on Saturday, the Mayoress, Mrs W. M. Wallnutt, 

cutting the ribbon. The structure, which cost £2400, has been christened the 

Coronation Bridge. 
1067

 

18 October. Talisman Dubbo Goldmining Company request the Council to reopen the 

old Scotchman’s gully road. 
1068

 

17 November. The old Talisman battery site clean-up is still yielding bullion.
1069

 

Summary 1938 

14 February. Waitawheta River considered as a water supply for Paeroa. 
1070

 

10 March. New Waitawheta Road bridge erected. 
1071

 

2 April. Karangahake gorge road to be sealed. 
1072

 

28 May. Talisman Dubbo new mill started. All the machinery is new and of the latest 

type. It has been designed for efficiency and low running costs. The gold will be 

saved by cyanidation. Electricity provides the motive power and the mill can be 

operated with a shift of two men. It is designed to treat from 125 to 150 tons a week. 
1073

 

28 July. Storm. Gorge road closed by slips, extensive damage. Rahu road reused. 
1074

 

Recently opened after costing the county £500 for construction and metalling, 

Scotchman's Gully Road, leading to the battery of the Talisman Dubbo Gold Mines, 

has been completely destroyed. Talisman Dubbo battery forced to close.
1075

 

Summary 1940 

8 February. The Talisman Dubbo Gold-mining Company closing down. 
1076

 

The up-to-date battery, erected in 1937, has been dismantled and sent to Fiji. 1077 

Summary 1941 

Mines Department is prospecting the Ascot Mine at Karangahake. 1078 
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Summary 1942 

Golden Dawn Gold-mines, Ltd., Owharoa—Work suspended and plant being sold for 

removal. 1079 

Summary 1943 

Operations have now been suspended at the Ascot Mine, where the Mines Department 

was carrying out some investigations. 1080 

Summary 1945 

Talisman Battery Site, Karangahake.-—This is now held as the Grace claim by E. C. 

Roberts. Approximately 100 tons of material were treated for a return of bullion 

valued at £707. 1081 

Summary 1946 

Morris’ Battery Site, Karangahake.—A final clean-up gave a return of 11 oz. 5 dwt. 

of bullion worth £43 0s. 7d., after which all plant was sold and transferred to a claim 

at Komata. 1082 

Summary 1947 

6 October. The Paeroa Borough Council Water Supply Empowering Bill revokes the 

sludge channel status of Waitawheta stream. 
1083

 

Summary 1948 

24 March. The four-foot diameter sheet iron pipes of the Woodstock/Talisman 

Ohinemuri water race were salvaged by the Tauranga Borough Council to provide 

boxing for the concrete lining of a new diversion tunnel for its McLaren’s falls hydro-

electric scheme. 
1084

 

Summary 1957 

December 7, 1957, Karangahake was en fete for the official opening of its new 

hall.
1085

 

Summary 1959 

Paeroa Municipal Water Supply. 

The pipe line measures 33,700 feet (about 6½ miles) from the Borough boundary via 

the Waitawheta Gorge to the intake above Dickey's Flat. The pipe line crosses 2 large 

swing bridges and passes through a 500 feet long tunnel before going under the bed of 

the stream to reach the treatment plant. Rising costs and additional features added to 

the scheme after the original tender was accepted resulted in the completed job 

costing just over £95,000. The first draw off from the supply was taken shortly prior 

to Christmas 1959 although the final work had not been completed at that stage. 

For the first time for nearly 40 years Paeroa Borough had an adequate supply of 

water.
 1086 

In 1933 the first one-day School Reunion was held on the Mackaytown Recreation 

Ground, but in 1959, through the initiative of Mr Eric Nash (the Headmaster) and his 

wife, Gwen, a grand, long weekend celebrated 70 years of the school's history. It was 

no small matter to accommodate the hundreds who came to the now sparsely 

populated area, but it was a wonderful success, aided by the fact that a new Hall had 

been built by the community.
1087
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Summary 1960-63 

Karangahake Picnic Reserve. This portion of the old town site contains an area of 3 

acres 2 roods 10 perches and was vested in the control of the Ohinemuri County 

Council as a reserve for recreational purposes on 27th October 1960. 

A concrete block building containing toilets and changing facilities erected late 1963. 

Notice Board on the Reserve was erected by the Paeroa Rotary Club. 
1088
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